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 In the Vigil    Gospel Reading:      St. Mark 16:1-8       Ελληνικά 
 In the Liturgy:        Epistle Reading:       Acts: 1:1-8  Ελληνικά 

            Gospel Reading:          St. John 1:1-17 Ελληνικά 
    Agape Vespers:       Gospel Reading:            St. John 20:19-25 Ελληνικά 

 
Apolytikion: “Christ is risen from the dead by death has He trampled upon death and to those in 
the tombs he has granted life.” 
Apolytikion: “When the women with Mary had come before dawn, and they found that the stone 
had been rolled away from the sepulcher, they heard from the Angel, “Why do you seek among the 
dead, as a mortal man, the One who exists in everlasting light? See the grave clothes in the sepulcher. 
Run and proclaim to the world that the Lord has risen and put death to death; for He is the Son of 
God who saves the human race.” 
Kontakion: “Into the grave You descended, Immortal One, yet You destroyed the power of Hades 
and as victor You arose, O Christ our God. You proclaimed to the myrrh-bearing women a greeting 
of joy. You brought peace to your holy apostles and to the fallen You granted Resurrection.” 

 
Altar Donations 

 
Holy Thursday 

Twelve Gospel Candles: In Loving Memory of Maria Passalaris and James John 
(Demetrios) Genakos 

Holy Friday 
Altar Candles: In Memory of Ernie Ladas 
Vigil Light: In Memory of Deno, George, and Andreas Nicholas 
Large Candles: In Memory of Helen and Don Dimitry 

 

Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! 
Christ is risen! 

Christos Voskrese! 
Christos a înviat! 
Al-Mashīh-Qãm! 
Christe Agsdga! 
Krishti u ngjall 

Cristo ha resucitado! 
 

 

Ἀληθῶς Ἀνέστη! 
Truly, He is risen! 

Voistinu Voskrese! - Russian 
Adevãrat a înviat! - Romanian 

Haqqan Qãm! - Arabic 
Cheshmaritad agsdga! - Georgian 

Vërtet u ngjall! – Albanian 
En verdad ha resucitado! - Spanish 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=412&event=1009
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=412&event=1009&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=3&event=1009&date=04/12/2026
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=3&event=1009&date=04/12/2026&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=1&event=1009
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=1&event=1009&language=el


Crown of Roses: In Memory of Haris and  Andrew Philippou; Christine and Othon 
Kyritsis 
Holy Friday Evening – Roses: In Loving Memory of Angela (Kiki) Christopulos-Micek 
 

Holy Saturday 
Resurrection Candle: In Loving Memory of Pericles Gianakis  
Vigil Light: In Loving Memory of Anagnostis (Notis) and Theresa Kotsolios 

 
Agape Vespers 

Altar Candles: In Memory of Gus N. Rentas 
Large Candles: In Memory of James N. Rentas 
Kandili: In loving memory of our beloved parents Spiro and Pauline Retsinas. Harry, 
Patty and Cynthia. 

Sacraments and Rites 
Chrismations: On the Saturday of Lazarus, April 4, the following individuals, after much 
catechetical study, were received into the Orthodox Church by way of Chrismation: John 
(Juan) Gomez, Sponsor: Steven Rofrano; Katherine (Sydney) Williams, Sponsor: Euphemia 
(Mia) Rofrano; Michael Nolau, Sponsor: A. J. Karanikolas; Anthony (Marc) Alicea, Sponsor: 
Vasilios (Bill) Zeliff; Christina (Kristen) Cherego, Sponsor: Ronnie Filippatos Fernandez; 
Alexis Ramos, Sponsor: Nicole Silverman. The parish is happy to welcome these new members 
openly and pray that our Lord guides their steps in the faith each and every day. 
 

Church Office Closed on Bright Monday, April 13 
Continuing the Paschal celebration, the Church Office will be closed on the Monday of Bright 
Week. It will reopen on Bright Tuesday at 9:00 AM. 
 

Religious Education 
Classes will resume on Sunday of Thomas, April 19. 
Scholarship Applications - Philoptochos Scholarship Applications are due on or before 
Sunday, May 10 for high school seniors. If you are not registered in Religious Education this 
year, you are ineligible to apply for a scholarship. 
 
Greek Education: Classes will resume on Bright Tuesday, April 14. 
 

Welcome Visitors 
Our parish welcomes those visiting our community for the Paschal celebration. Worshipping 
the Holy Trinity is the principal act of an Orthodox parish. Our mission is to live the Holy 
Gospel and spread the Good News to those in our area. We are sanctified by God’s grace 
through the holy Sacraments and glorify Him each moment of the day. We seek God’s mercy, 
as we confess the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 



Van Service for the Resurrection Service 
A shuttle van will be available for the Resurrection Service. Once the Church parking lot is 
full, the Westfield Police will direct you to Union County College parking lot 5B (the parking 
lot closest to Gallows Hill Road). A Station Cab van will transport you to and from the college 
parking lot to the front of the Church.  

 
Street Parking Regulations 

Please do not park on the cemetery’s private property across from the Church. You may park 
at Washington School on St. Mark’s Place. There is a sidewalk that connects the school and 
the Church property. Parking is not permitted on either side of Gallows Hill Road in front of 
the Church, along the Church property or between the “No Parking” signs. Thank you for 
your cooperation.  If you have any questions, please call the Church office. 
 

Paschal Liturgical Schedule  
The Great and Holy Pascha, April 12, Agape Vespers, 11:00 AM 
Bright Friday, April 17, Life-giving Spring, Zoodoxou Pigi, Orthros, 8:30 AM;  

Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, April 19, Sunday of Thomas, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Thursday, April 23, St. George the Great Martyr, Orthros, 8:30 AM;  

Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
 

 
Holy Trinity to Stream Services 

If you are unable to attend a service in person, you can watch virtually via  
the Holy Trinity YouTube page. Visit us at:  

 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Westfield, NJ - YouTube 

Please click the “Subscribe” button to become a Holy Trinity follower. 

 
 

The April Edition of The Promise is Now Available Online! 
www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise. Subscribe to Holy Trinity weekly 
emails providing news updates and announcements. Request at: 
HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org 

https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
http://www.holytrinitywestfield.org/the-promise
mailto:HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org
https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
https://youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509
http://www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise


 

Constance, Jeremy, John, Gregory, Gus, Thomas, Sean, Betty, Keela, Florence, Sandy, James, 
John, Athena, Stavroula, Dimetra, Danny, Dominque, Daniel, Elizabeth, John, Robert, Erin, 
Kevin, Sabrina, Luke, Bill, James, Ria, Eric, Joanne, Alexandra, Sophia, Nicholas, Eupraxia, 
James, Mary, Chris, Janeen, Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, John, Marina, George, Laura, George, Costa, 
Basil, Lemonia, Justin, Chris, Evangelia, Danny, Bill, Lou, Foula 

 
Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered; let those who 

hate Him flee from before His face! 
 

A sacred Pascha is shown to us today; a new and Holy Pascha;  
A mystic Pascha; an all-venerable Pascha;  

A Pascha which is Christ the Redeemer; a spotless Pascha;  
A great Pascha; a Pascha of the faithful;  

A Pascha which has opened to us the gates of Paradise;  
A Pascha sanctifying all the faithful.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  Amen. 
 

It is the Day of Resurrection! 
Let us shine forth in splendor for the Festival, 

And embrace one another.  Let us say, 
“O brethren, even to those who hate; let us forgive all things in  

The Resurrection, and thus let us exclaim: 
‘Christ is risen from the dead, trampling Death by death, and 

Bestowing life to those in the tombs.’”  
 

 



Paschal Donations 
Deep and profound thanks are offered to those who donated towards Holy Week flowers, 
Kouvouklion flowers, palms, altar items, and other items used throughout Great Lent and 
Holy Week. The fresh arrangement of red roses that decorated the Bridegroom icon during 
Holy Week; the beautiful flowers decorating both the Paschal Banner and the icon of the 
Resurrection, and the red rose wreath on the Cross of Christ, were all generously donated. 

 
Special Gratitude 

Gratitude is offered to those who made Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Pascha a magnificent 
celebration. Many thanks are extended to our priest and visiting clergy, psaltes, readers, choir 
members, acolytes, Parish Council, and Ladies Philoptochos; also to those anonymous donors 
who quietly spread the message of love through charitable acts; to those who prepared and 
made the Palm Crosses; to those who contributed at the Palm Sunday Fellowship Hour; to 
those who decorated the Kouvouklion and the interior of the church; to those who 
contributed to the red Paschal eggs; the Holy Week readers; the Myrofores and their 
coordinators; the office staff; the many volunteers; the caretakers; and to the parishioners who 
work to assure that Holy Week and Pascha are meaningful and spiritually uplifting. 

 
Metropolis of New Jersey to Honor Holy Trinity Parishioners – May 11 

On Monday, May 11, parishioners from Holy Trinity will be honored at the Metropolis Grand 
Banquet. We thank this year’s honorees who give selflessly of themselves to help benefit parish 
ministries: Avi Kiriakatis -Senior Parish Member; Zaharoula Ioannou - Steward of the 
Community; James Angelides - Parish Council; Kassandra Romas - Philoptochos; Maria 
Stamataki -Greek Education Teacher; Sophia Saketos - Youth Advisor; Sophia Skalkotos - 
GOYA; Alexandra Mavridis  - Religious Education Teacher. The event will be held at the 
Venetian in Garfield, 6 PM, $150 per person. Tickets and ads to recognize the honorees are 
available. Call the church office for more details. 

 
2026 Stewardship Campaign Update 

Thank you to the parishioners who submitted their pledge cards and stewardship gifts. As of 
March 10, we graciously received 262 pledges in the amount of $391,947. Please remember to 
submit your pledge card which will help us meet our operating budget of $1,096,400.  We 
need participation and support from all our parishioners to help the church continue to grow 
and thrive. Stewardship Cards will be mailed to all members who have not submitted their 
annual pledge yet. They are also available in the pews or at the Pangari. The suggested pledge 
is $2,200 per family and $500 for young adults. The pledge card includes an option to 
identify your interest in volunteering by ministry. 



 “COME RECEIVE THE LIGHT FROM THE UNWANING 
(NEVER SETTING) LIGHT; AND GLORIFY CHRIST WHO 

HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD.” 
 
In the late evening of Saturday night, the faithful come to church 
to proclaim the Resurrection of Christ. Pascha is the Feast of all 
feasts, and the Day of all days is about to be ushered in. The service 
begins with a vigil. By keeping watch and being ever attentive, the 
faithful joyously anticipate the proclamation that Christ is risen. 
 
As the church is darkened, we are to view ourselves in Hades lying 

in our own tombs, a place of complete darkness. Darkness is a symbol of the tragic Fall, our 
separation from God, resulting in despair, hopelessness and death. The crowded church is also 
symbolic that Hades is filled with many people, all realizing that we are powerless to help one 
another. No person but Christ can shine His light upon us. With His presence comes an opening 
of the doors of darkness and a setting free of those held captive. Through God’s tender mercy 
“with which Christ the Dayspring has visited us to give light to those who sat in darkness and 
the shadow of death,” a light unto eternal life has shined.  
 
Liturgically, the moment of great anticipation suddenly arrives as a single light appears before 
us. Christ has defeated death and has overwhelmed the darkness bringing us hope and new life. 
As every candle is lit by a single light, the church is aglow with the flames of hope, and the 
darkness is no more. 
 
By accepting the light, we proclaim Christ as our Lord and allow His warmth and radiance to be 
ours. The inner darkness of our souls caused by the stain of sin is overcome by Christ. 
 
As each person receives the light from someone else, it is significant to consider its meaning. In 
life, we come to know Christ by the introduction from other people, be they parents, godparents, 
priests, friends, spouse, etc. Having taken the Holy Light from another, we must preserve the 
Holy Light lest it be extinguished. Our faith will never be extinguished if we make a personal 
pledge to allow Christ to be our God. We are stewards of all His gifts. Accordingly, we must 
preserve the virtue and goodness that have been entrusted to us.  Christ is risen. Truly, He is 
risen. May the Risen One bless you and give you His abundant mercy. 
 
Christ is risen. Truly, He is risen. May the Risen One bless you and give you His abundant 
mercy. 



Trinity Circle – April 14 
Kindly join us on Tuesday, April 14 for our monthly lunch/meeting 11 AM – 2 PM donated by 
Joy Daniledes. Steve Xenakis will present: “The Spread of Christianity in Eastern Europe”. 
 

TOTS (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) - April 22 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 22, 9:30 - 11:30 AM in the preschool room. Children 18 
months-Pre-K are welcome with their caregiver (younger siblings welcome!). Bring water, 
sneakers, and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli 612-801-8608 or vcomprelli@gmail.com to sign-
up or with any questions. 
 

Adult Greek Dance Lessons - Thursday, April 23 
Lessons will be offered by Ronnie Filippatos Fernandez one Thursday per month, $25 per 
class. The next lesson is on April 23, 7 - 9 PM.  We will enjoy some light drinks and appetizers 
while learning Greek dances.  If interested, please send your name and phone number to 
htgocgreekdance@gmail.com. The remaining date is: 5/21. 

 
SAVE THE DATE - Greek Independence Day Parade - Sunday, April 26 

Join Holy Trinity on Sunday, April 26, 1:30 PM in New York for the 87th NY Greek 
Independence Day Parade! This marks 205 years since March 25, 1821, the start of the Greek 
Revolution for liberation from the Ottoman Turkish yoke. Wear your best blue and white and 
join us for a march on 5th Avenue from 61st to 74th street! More information and details will be 
shared closer to the date. 

 
Ladies Philoptochos Fashion Show April 28, 2026 - Sold Out! 

The Ladies Philoptochos Fashion Show, which is being held on April 28, 2026 at Brooklake 
Country Club is sold out! No additional reservations can be accepted. We thank everyone for 
their enthusiastic support and prompt responses. We kindly ask for your continued support by 
purchasing our raffle tickets. Please come to the Philoptochos table during Fellowship Hour to 
purchase our Grand Raffle (or contact Avikiriakatis@gmail.com) and our VIP tickets for a Dior 
bag and scarf. You may also contact Debbie Efthimion at debbie.efthimion@gmail.com or Janet 
O'Sullivan at janetzos@comcast.net for our VIP raffle tickets; only 250 tickets will be available.   
 

OPA! Thursday, May 7 - A Night of Greek Dancing, Drinks and Apps! 
Join our very own Hellenic dancer, Ronnie Filippatos, for a fun night of learning the most 
popular Greek dances in the Bouras Center, 7 – 9 PM. Casual/comfortable attire. $25 per 
person; adults only. Venmo: @westfieldgreekschool 
 

 
 
 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com
mailto:htgocgreekdance@gmail.com
mailto:Avikiriakatis@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.efthimion@gmail.com
mailto:janetzos@comcast.net


GOYA Clothing Drive – Saturday, May 16 
Drop off donations 9 - 11:30 AM in the church parking lot. Help provided to remove donations. 
Acceptable items: clothing for men, woman and children (shoes in a separate clear bag), belts, 
hats, scarves, handbags, gloves, small toys (2 ft. or less), stuffed animals, towels, sheets and 
pillowcases, bikes and strollers. 

 
SAVE THE DATE - GreekFest May 29 – 31 

The planning for GreekFest 2026 is in full swing and we need your 
help! This year’s event brings back all your favorite foods and 
festivities to the community. We are excited to announce our special 

headliner, Evangelia,  from the Eurovision Song Contest, for our Saturday Big 
Night Out! Information on special ticket purchasing can be found at www.NJGreekFest.com  
We are actively seeking volunteers! Sign up via the QR code provided or at our Fellowship Hour 
table where you can also pick up yard signs and post cards to help advertise! Please contribute 
your time, talents and energy to make this year’s event an even greater success!  

 

 
 

Festival Baking and Packaging Dates 
Help us prepare pastries for the festival!  Baking  Baklava: Saturday, April 25, 9 AM–2 PM;  
Melomakarona (Finikia): Sunday, April 26, after Fellowship Hour; Kourabiedes: Saturday, May 
2, 9 AM–2 PM; Koulourakia: Saturday, May 23, 9 AM–3 PM; Packaging Monday, May 25,  
10 AM–2 PM.  Any questions text Mary Carayannopoulos 314-623-5493. 
 

Camp Good Shepherd – July 12 - 18 
Register now by visiting http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn For more information visit the 
updated Camp Good Shepherd (CGS) website https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd 
including videos from CGS 2025. The overall goal of CGS is to give our campers a taste of 
actively living their Orthodox Christian faith, to connect them to Christ and His Church, and 
to offer them the chance to develop lasting relationships with their peers. 
 
 

www.NJGreekFest.com%20
http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn
https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd


Angel Choir (Ages 7-12) - 2026 Update 
The Angel Choir has joined the Adult Choir on Sundays. Membership continues to grow and 
new members are welcome any time of the year. Angel Choir practices are after Sunday School. 
Children should meet the director for practice in church in the choir pews. For more 
information contact Anne Kernoski, akernoski@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Adult Choir for ages 18 to senior citizens 

 
Angel Choir for boys and girls ages 7-12 

 
Byzan “teens” for boys and girls Ages 13-17 

For more information, email Anne Kernoski, Choir Director:  

akernoski@gmail.com 

mailto:akernoski@gmail.com
mailto:akernoski@gmail.com


 

Click here to sign up 

 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Nn6HnjGVibSSYRNAA


April 26, 2026 
Save the Date: Greek Independence Day Parade - Sunday, April 26 
Join Holy Trinity Sunday, April 26, 1:30 PM in New York for the 87th NY Greek 
Independence Day Parade! This marks 205 years since March 25, 1821, the start 
of the Greek Revolution for liberation from the Ottoman Turkish yoke. Wear 

your best blue and white and join us for a march on 5th Avenue from 61st to 74th street! 
More information and details will be shared closer to the date.  

 



 

April 28, 2026 

 



May 7, 2026 

 

  



May 16, 2026 

  



May 29 - 31, 2026 

 

 

We appreciate your participation in supporting our  

Sponsorship/Advertising Packages fundraising initiative with 

businesses in our surrounding area. Please see the form below 

to learn more about how you can help spread the word! 



 

 



July 12 - 18, 2026 

  



 

 

 

 

 

T.O.T.S.- (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social (T.O.T.S.) of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church is to provide an  environment fostering fellowship and prayer for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years of age and their mother, father and/or caregiver. 
Children are encouraged to develop a sense of comfort and security in God’s house 
while experimenting in independent and cooperative age-appropriate play under 
their caregiver’s supervision. Concurrently, the toddler social enables these adults 
the opportunity to meet, pray, and socialize. 
 

TOTS meetings:  Wednesdays, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM, Pre-K Room 
 

      2026 
   April 22 

    May 13, 27 
 

 
Bring water, sneakers and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli (vcomprelli@gmail.com or 

612-801-8608) to sign up or to ask any questions. 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com


 
 

Cristos Anesth! 
Alhqws Anesth! 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 


