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The Bright and Glorious Entry of our Lord, God, 

and Saviour Jesus Christ into Jerusalem 
   

Palm Sunday Morning Gospel  St. Matthew 21:1-11; 15-17 Ελληνικά 
Epistle Reading:    Philippians 4:4-9   Ελληνικά 
Gospel Reading:       St. John 12:1-18   Ελληνικά 
 

Altar Donations 
Large Candles - In memory of Joseph Conti, Jr. 

Sacraments and Rites 
Funeral - On Holy Wednesday, April 16, the funeral for Gordon Lee Jolly will be held. Eternal 
be his memory. 
 

Apolytikion: “Before Your Passion, You raised Lazarus from the dead to confirm the common Resurrection 
for all, O Christ God. Therefore, we carry symbols of victory as did the youths, and we cry out to You, the 
Victor over death, ‘Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
Apolytikion: “As by baptism we were buried with Thee, O Christ our God, so by Thy Resurrection we were 
deemed worthy of immortal life; and praising Thee, we cry: ‘Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He that comes 
in the Name of the Lord.’” 
Kontakion: “Being borne upon a throne in Heaven, and upon a colt on the earth, O Christ God, Thou didst 
accept the praise of the Angels and the laudation of the children as they cried to Thee: Blessed art Thou Who 
comest to recall Adam.” 
 

Liturgical Schedule  
Palm Sunday, April 13, Bridegroom Service, 6:30 PM 
Holy Monday, April 14, Bridegroom Service, 6:30 PM 
Holy Tuesday, April 15, Presanctified Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Holy Tuesday, April 15, Bridegroom Service, 6:30 PM - Hymn of Kassiani 
Holy Wednesday, April 16, Sacrament of Holy Unction, 3:00 PM and 6:30 PM 
Holy Thursday, April 17, Divine Liturgy of the Mystical Supper, 9:30 AM 
Holy Thursday, April 17, Divine Passion and Crucifixion, Twelve Gospels, 6:30 PM 
Holy Friday, April 18, Veneration of the Cross, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Holy Friday, April 18, Imperial Hours, 9:30 AM 
Holy Friday, April 18, Apokathelosis, Unnailing Service, 3:00 PM 
Holy Friday, April 18, Lamentation Service, 6:30 PM 
Holy Saturday, April 19, Proti Anastasi Service, Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Holy Saturday, April 19, Resurrection Vigil, 11:15 PM 

THE GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
April 20, Paschal Divine Liturgy, 12:00 AM and Agape Vespers, 11:00 AM 
April 23, Wednesday of Bright Week & St. George the Great Martyr, 9:30 AM Divine 
Liturgy 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=302&event=928
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=302&event=928&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=147&event=928&date=04/13/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=147&event=928&date=04/13/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=303&event=928
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=303&event=928&language=el


Palm Sunday 
On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha, and at the beginning of Holy 

Week, the Orthodox Church celebrates one of its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is 
the commemoration of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious miracle of 
raising Lazarus from the dead. Having anticipated His arrival and having heard of the miracle, the 
people went out to meet the Lord and welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of praise. 
On this day, we receive and worship Christ in this same manner, acknowledging Him as our King 
and our Lord. 
 
     Palm Sunday summons us to behold our King; the Word of God made flesh! We are called 
to behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a colt, but as the One who is 
always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to us in power and glory at every Eucharist, in 
every prayer and sacrament, and in every act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes to free us from 
all our fears and insecurities, to take solemn possession of our souls, and to be enthroned in our 
hearts. He comes not only to deliver us from our deaths by His death and Resurrection, but also to 
make us capable of attaining the most perfect fellowship or union with Him. He is the King who 
liberates us from the darkness of sin and the bondage of death. Palm Sunday summons us to behold 
our King, the vanquisher of death and the giver of life. 
      
     Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and 
content of our Christian life. We draw our identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom 
is Christ—His indescribable power, boundless mercy and incomprehensible abundance given freely 
to man. The kingdom does not lie at some point or place in the distant future. In the words of the 
Scripture, the kingdom of God is not only at hand [Matthew 3:2; 4:17], it is within us [Luke17:21]. 
The kingdom is a present reality as well as a future realization [Matthew 6:10]. 
      
     Palm Sunday summons us to behold our King—the Suffering Servant! We cannot understand 
Jesus’ kingship apart from the Passion. Filled with infinite love for the Father, the Holy Spirit, and 
creation, in His inexpressible humility, Jesus accepted the infinite abasement of the Cross. He bore 
our grief and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions and made Himself an 
offering for sin [Isaiah 53]. His glorification, which was accomplished by the Resurrection and the 
Ascension, was achieved through the Cross. 
      

In the fleeting moments of exuberance that marked Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
the world received its King; the King who was on His way to death. His Passion, however, was no 
morbid desire for martyrdom. Jesus’ purpose was to accomplish the mission for which the Father 
sent Him. This is all accomplished during the forthcoming Holy Week.  
 

 
 
 
 



Welcome Visitors 
The parish of Holy Trinity welcomes those visiting our community today. We are pleased that you 
have chosen to worship with us. If you are looking for a spiritual home or wish to learn more about 
the Orthodox Faith we hope that you will consider becoming part of our family. Fr. Peter would 
very much like to meet you. Please visit the Philoxenia/Fellowship table in the Bouras Center after 
services to meet parishioners and enjoy our Fellowship Hour.  

 
Palm Sunday Fellowship Hour 

Philoptochos invites you to join us for a special Palm Sunday Fellowship Hour.  We thank all those 
individuals for their Lenten contributions to make this a special reception. 
 

The April Edition of The Promise is Now Available Online! 
www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise 

Subscribe to Holy Trinity weekly emails providing news updates and announcements. Request at: 
HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org 
     Tsoureki (Easter Bread) - Pick Up Sunday! 

Please remember to pick up pre-ordered tsourekia from the Greek School 
table Sunday in the Bouras Center during the Fellowship Hour.  There will 
be some extra tsourekia for sale on a first-come, first-served basis for $14. The 
Greek School PTO thanks you for your support.  

 
 

SPECIAL VAN SERVICE 
 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13 
GREAT (HOLY) FRIDAY NIGHT, MAY 3 

GREAT (HOLY) SATURDAY NIGHT, MAY 4 
 

• Once the Church parking lot is full, the Westfield Police will direct you to Union County 
College parking lot 5B (the parking lot closest to Gallows Hill Road). 

• A Station Cab van will transport you from the college parking lot to the front of the Church. 
• After Church services, the van will pick you up in front of the Church and take you back to the 

college’s parking lot. 
• Please do not park on the cemetery property across from the Church.  This is private property. 
• You may park at Washington School on St. Mark’s Place.  There is a sidewalk that connects the 

school and the Church property.  Parking is not permitted on either side of Gallows Hill Road 
in front of the Church or along the Church property or between the “No Parking” signs. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation.  If you have any questions, please call the Church office. 

https://holytrinitywestfield.org/document/the-promise-april-2025/
mailto:HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org


 
Holy Week and Pascha Preparations 

 

Special Collection for Easter Flowers - Sunday 
A collection will be taken on Sunday for floral decorations for the Church and Kouvouklion. Your 
donation will ensure a beautiful church decorated with flowers. Make checks to: HTGOC. 
 

Special Donations for Holy Week and/or Pascha 
If you desire to make a special donation, call the church office to find out what items are available, 
such as flowers, icon floral decoration, candles, vigil light, incense, charcoal, and more. 

 

 
 
 

Decorating the Kouvouklion 
On Holy Friday, April 18, come in the morning to help 
decorate the kouvouklion or sepulcher of our Lord. This is no 
ordinary tomb, for from Christ’s tomb blossoms forth life.  
 

 
 
 
 

Dying Red Easter Eggs 

Holy Trinity would like to invite you to participate in a community event to dye 
red Easter eggs for Pascha. This event will take place on Monday,  April 14, at 
11 AM in the church kitchen. Volunteers can bring donated brown eggs with 
them on Monday, April 14. Please RSVP to Christina Colonias at 917-825-5986, 
by text only, with your name and how many brown eggs you will be bringing 
to the church kitchen. Please also bring your own apron and your Holy Trinity 
spirit! With your help, everyone will receive an Easter Egg on Pascha. If you 
cannot make it on Monday and would still like to offer red Easter eggs, please 
bring them to church on Holy Thursday or Holy Friday. 

 
Holy Week Books – Now Available in Bookstore   

Purchase your copy of the “Holy Week – Easter” book now available in the 
bookstore. This book contains the text for services from Palm Sunday Evening 
to Pascha Agape Vespers. The book helps the faithful navigate the many services 
that constitute Holy Week and Pascha.  

 
Agape Vespers Readers 

During the Agape Vespers held on Easter Sunday at 11:00 AM, the Gospel passage is read in various 
languages to indicate the universality of Christ’s Gospel of salvation. If you are able to read in a 
foreign language, please call Diana at the Church office to volunteer. 

 
 



 
Holy Trinity to Stream Holy Week Services 

If you are unable to attend a Holy Week service in person, you can watch virtually via the Holy 
Trinity YouTube page. The parish will stream evening services during Holy Week. Evening 
services begin at 6:30 PM and morning services at 9:30 AM  Visit us at:  
 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Westfield, NJ - YouTube 

 
Please click the “Subscribe” button to become a Holy Trinity follower. 

 
 

Metropolis of New Jersey to Honor Holy Trinity Parishioners – May 12 
On Monday, May 12, parishioners from Holy Trinity will be honored at the Metropolis Grand 
Banquet. We thank this year’s honorees who give selflessly of themselves to help benefit parish 
ministries: Clement Thomas -Senior Parish Member; Steven Xenakis - Steward of the 
Community; Leon Carayannopoulos - Parish Council; Maria Kanaras - Philoptochos; Georgia 
Sikellis -Greek Education Teacher; Mary Carayannopoulos - Youth Advisor; Caterina 
Carayannopoulos -GOYA; Anna Decavalles - Religious Education Teacher. The event will be held 
at the Venetian in Garfield.   

 

 

Brennan, Egon, Marilyn, Tatanya, Robert, Elizabeth, George, Nicholas, Alexander, Vasilios, 
Danny, Bill, Lou, Foula, Eupraxia, Chris, Arlene, John, Ted, William, Theodora, Michael, Gioula, 
Nicholas, Hellen, Luba, Kevin, Janice, Elaine, Patty, Cynthia, Nicholas, Blace, Christos, Thomas, 
Rich, Lea, Robert, Mary, Mason, George, Chloe, Yolanda, Luke, George, Maria, Alexander, 
Athena, Demetra, Stavroula, Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, Pamela, John, Helen, Chris, Niko, Vicky, 
Dino, Stephanie, James, John, Theodora, Novlet, Chrysavgi, Alexandra, Sue, Marilyn 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
https://youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509


 
Holy Week 

Holy Week can be divided into two parts. The first part (Great and Holy Monday – Wednesday) is 
dominated by the Bridegroom Service, which is based on the parable of the ten virgins (Matt. 25:1-
13). The image of Christ as the Bridegroom of the Church reminds us of the intimate love and 
union between God and His people, and the absolute commitment and dedication to Christ that 
should define our relationship with Him. The image of the Church can be seen as the “bride of 
Christ” reminding us that we are all married to Christ, and therefore complete dedication to Christ 
and His Church is not the vocation of a select few, but of every member of the Church. 
 
Additionally, there are three key themes that appear these nights: repentance, vigilance, and the 
Second Coming. The parable of the ten virgins is, after all, a description about the Last Judgment. 
It may seem curious that the Second Coming is a predominate theme given that Holy Week speaks 
of the events surrounding Christ’s Suffering, Crucifixion, Death, and Resurrection. But this is the 
reason for Christ’s saving Passion and Resurrection. The last words of our Saviour on the Cross 
were, “It is finished.” The age of the law has passed, and the age of grace has begun. Through His 
ultimate Resurrection, the life of the age to come has already broken through. 
 
The second half of Holy Week is the commemoration and celebration of our Lord’s Passion, 
Crucifixion, Death, Burial, and Resurrection. And it is here that we are invited to enter the very 
essence of Orthodoxy. Holy Week is not simply a religious custom, but the heart of Christianity  
and the fundamental purpose of the Church in this world: to proclaim the Good News that Christ 
has Risen, offering us Resurrection to eternal life.  
 
Holy Week is a return to basics, a reintroduction to the very essence of Christian Orthodoxy. In it 
we see Christ’s power and ultimate victory over the darkened world and a loosing of Satan’s grip. 
It is a period whose ending is full of joy, fellowship, renewal, and worship of God whose life has 
been extended to us for all eternity. 

Stewardship Update 
We are deeply appreciative of the 332 Stewards who have pledged their gifts as we work toward 
our 2025 budget goal of $600,000. Our devotion and service to God and His Church are crucial 
to maintaining our spiritual home and continued support of our growing and vibrant ministries. 
If you haven’t pledged yet, we invite you to join us! The suggested commitment is $2,200 per 
steward and $500 for young adults. Commitment cards are available at the Pangari and can be 
completed today! To complete your pledge online, visit the church website 
www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org, click on Online Giving, Stewardship. To those who have already 
submitted a 2025 Stewardship Commitment, thank you for your generosity and dedication to our 
parish!  

Attention Seniors: Scholarship applications are due on or before Sunday, May 4, 
2025. Please contact the Church office with any questions.  
 

http://www.holytrinitywestfield.org/


Parish Lenten Mission Project - OCMC Coin Boxes 
OCMC Coin Boxes that were taken at the start of Lent can be brought to church anytime. We 
thank you for filling the boxes, not only with money, but with Christian love. 
 
 

2025 Ladies Philoptochos Annual Dinner Fashion Show – May 20 
The 2025 Philoptochos Fashion Show will be held on Tuesday, May 20, at Brooklake Country 
Club. Fashions will be provided by Fashions by Leslie Patrizio. Invitations for this highly-anticipated 
event were mailed, and many reservations have been pouring in. Please send in your reservation 
now, with your seating choice and menu selection. Reservations can also be made at the 
Fashion Show table during the Fellowship Hour. VIP raffle tickets are being sold at the Fashion 
Show table or contact Debbie Efthimion at debbie.efthimion@gmail.com Also, the popular and 
worthwhile Value Pak discounted raffle ticket orders are being accepted at the Fashion Show table, 
or contact Ellen Manos at ebmanos@gmail.com  For additional information, please contact 
Kassandra Romas, 2025 Chair, at kromas22409@gmail.com 

 
 

The Holy Trinity Cultural Committee  
The Holy Trinity Cultural Committee would like to share upcoming locally hosted events 
parishioners may be interested in attending.  
 
Eastern Mediteranean Business Culture Alliance. Event details are located 
at https://embca.com/ 

• April 27 - “Protection of World Heritage Sites/ Cultural Property in Conflict Zones” 
Webinar Panel Discussion 

• May 4 - “New Orleans: Cotton Merchants, and the 1st Greek Orthodox Community” 
Webinar Panel Discussion 

• May 18 - “3rd Greek Genocide During the Late Ottoman Period Forum” Webinar Panel 
Discussion  

Public Orthodoxy at Fordham University. Event details located 
at: https://publicorthodoxy.org/events/ 

• May 19 Coptic Christianity Conference.  Between Archives and the Field: Cross-cutting 
Methods in Coptic Studies 

• June 4 Nicaea and the Church of the Third Millennium. Towards Catholic-Orthodox 
Unity 

• June 16 Religious Nationalism 
Hellenic Film Festival 

• Online via Youtube: Family 
Member.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVYhv4KYp3I&t=15s 

  

mailto:debbie.efthimion@gmail.com
mailto:ebmanos@gmail.com
mailto:kromas22409@gmail.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/embca.com/__;!!IBzWLUs!Q_S81gc26PSVqJyeFehnR0GbXo8atRWgklTW_dlc7fkpQaJzK64Wuct2mPpRLirgnpSaezUjQ_y9woOYlMwW3vbR0oS8HiF5qA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/publicorthodoxy.org/events/__;!!IBzWLUs!Q_S81gc26PSVqJyeFehnR0GbXo8atRWgklTW_dlc7fkpQaJzK64Wuct2mPpRLirgnpSaezUjQ_y9woOYlMwW3vbR0oSXM0PjWw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVYhv4KYp3I&t=15s__;!!IBzWLUs!Q_S81gc26PSVqJyeFehnR0GbXo8atRWgklTW_dlc7fkpQaJzK64Wuct2mPpRLirgnpSaezUjQ_y9woOYlMwW3vbR0oR8cjpGug$


GOYA Clothing Drive Fundraiser – Saturday, May 3 

Drop off donations from 9:30 AM - 11 AM in the church parking lot. The list of acceptable items 
to donate are: clothing for men, women and children (shoes in a different bag), clothing 
accessories: belts, hats, scarves, handbags, gloves etc., small toys (2 ft. or less), stuffed animals, 
towels, sheets and pillowcases, bikes and strollers. Please help make this event successful.  



April 18, 2025 
Holy Friday Retreat - Friday, April 18, 2025 ~ 10 AM to 4 PM 

“Stations of the Cross” for grades K-6, the Holy Friday Retreat will focus on 

the theology, symbols, and hymns of Holy Friday and Pascha, followed by the 

taking down from the Cross: Apokathelosis from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Parents 

are asked to attend the Apokathelosis with children. A Lenten lunch and 

midday snack will be included. Goyans grades 7 to 12 are encouraged to 

volunteer! Registration is free; click here. Contact Pete Markos 

pmarkos307@gmail.com for further information.  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebxamT9Kw8cXANJ3M346GZG_OHjo-Dfzstsxypn3xAF6xDkQ/viewform?usp=header
mailto:pmarkos307@gmail.com
mailto:pmarkos307@gmail.com


April 25, 2025 

Easter (Pascalino) Glendi 
Please join the Holy Trinity family  for a special Easter (Pascalino) Glendi to 

be held on Friday,  April 25, of Bright Week. We are asking everyone to 

attend this evening to celebrate our parish and the Feast of the 

Resurrection. This will be a wonderful family fellowship event with dancing, 

music, and delicious food all set in a Taverna-style atmosphere.  

 

Friday April 25, 2025, 7:00 PM–11:00 PM 

Bouras Center 

 $60/person, 18 years and under are free 

Price includes food, wine, and beer 

 

Registration begins Sunday, April 6. Please visit the Fellowship Table 

during coffee hour to register or call the office, 908-233-8533.  

To pay online:   https://secure.myvanco.com/YQBS/home or via QR Code 

 
(Scroll down to Easter (Pascalino) Glendi) 

  

https://secure.myvanco.com/YQBS/home


GreekFest 2025 – Kick-off Event! 

May 4 
 

 



May 8 
 

OPA! Thursday, May 8 

A Night of Greek Dancing, Drinks and Apps! 

OPA! Get ready for festival season by brushing up on your Greek dancing skills. 

Join our very own Hellenic dancer, Ronnie Filippatos, for a fun night of learning 

the most popular Greek dances! Join us for a night of dancing, drinks and 

appetizers! Thursday, May 8, in the Bouras Center from 7 PM – 9 PM…or 

longer! Casual/comfortable attire. $25 per person; adults only.  

Venmo: @westfieldgreekschool 
 
  



GreekFest 2025 

May 30 – June 1 
  

SAVE THE DATES & PLEASE VOLUNTEER 

GreekFest 2025 - May 30, 31 and June 1 

Planning is underway for our upcoming annual NJ GREEKFEST, Holy Trinity's 

major church fundraiser.   

 
We need you to join in the fun and fellowship by volunteering to help make the 
event a success. We invite you to bring all your talents and expertise to make this 
the best GreekFest yet!   
 
Please use the QR code below or click GreekFest Volunteers to go to the sign-up 
genius link.  
 

 

 

Also, visit us at the GreekFest booth in the Bouras Center to get posters, postcards, 
yard signs, presale discounted admission tickets for friends and Mega 50/50 raffle 
tickets. OPA!  

 

https://bit.ly/GreekfestVolunteers
mailto:htgreekfestvolunteers@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

 
 

T.O.T.S.- (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social (T.O.T.S.) of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church is to provide an  environment fostering fellowship and prayer for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years of age and their mother, father and/or caregiver. 
Children are encouraged to develop a sense of comfort and security in God’s house while 
experimenting in independent and cooperative age-appropriate play under their 
caregiver’s supervision. Concurrently, the toddler social enables these adults the 
opportunity to meet, pray, and socialize. 
 

TOTS meetings:  Fridays, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM, Pre-K Room 
 

    2025 
   April 11, 25 (Fridays) 
   May 9, 23 (Fridays) 
 

 
Bring water, sneakers and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli (vcomprelli@gmail.com or 

612-801-8608) to sign up or to ask any questions. 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com


 

 



June 23-29, 2024 

The Metropolis Summer Camp program will take place in the summer of 2024 from June 23-29. 
Registration is now available. This is an excellent opportunity for children to meet other Greek 
Orthodox and to learn about the faith in a protected environment. 

 

 



 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 


