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 Morning Gospel:        St. Matthew 28:16-20  Ελληνικά 
 Epistle Reading:   Acts 5:12-20    Ελληνικά 
 Gospel Reading:              St. John 20:19-31   Ελληνικά 
                
Apolytikion: “Christ is risen from the dead by death has He trampled upon death and to those in 
the tombs he has granted life.” 
Apolytikion: “The tomb being sealed, You rose from the sepulcher, O Christ God, the Life. And 
the doors being shut, You came to the disciples, O resurrection of all. Through them You renew a 
right spirit within us, according to Your great mercy.” 
Kontakion: “Though Thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, Thou didst destroy the 
power of Hades and as Victor, Thou didst rise again, O Christ our God. Thou didst greet the Myrrh-
bearing women, saying: Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy disciples, and resurrection upon 
those that are fallen.” 

Sacraments and Rites 
Funeral: On Tuesday, April 14, the funeral for Robert Maroldi was held. May his memory 
be eternal. 

Churchings: A 40-day blessing will be offered for: Oliver Paul Blackford, son of Alexandra 
and Raymond Blackford; and Kenneth Dean Johnson, son of Tierney Markou and Kenneth 
Johnson. 

On the Second Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the Holy 
Apostle Thomas touching the Master’s side, this day is also called 
Antipascha; The Holy Hieromartyr St. Paphnutius; St. Tryphon, 
Patriarch of Constantinople; St. George the Confessor 
  

 Χριστός Ανέστη  Αληθώς Ανέστη!  
 Christ is risen!           Truly, He is risen! 
 Christos Voskrese!             Voistinu Voskrese! – Russian 
 Christos a înviat!                Adevãrat a înviat! – Romanian 
 Al-Mashīh-Qãm!                Haqqan Qãm! – Arabic 
 Christe Agsdga!                 Cheshmaritad agsdga! - Georgian 
 Krishti u ngjall!                 Vërtet u ngjall! – Albania 
 Cristo Ha Resucitado!    En Verdad Ha Resucitado! - Spanish 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=411&event=1897
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=411&event=1897&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=43&event=1039&date=04/19/2026
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=43&event=1039&date=04/19/2026&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=8&event=1039
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=8&event=1039&language=el


Welcome Visitors 
Our parish welcomes those visiting our community today. Worshipping the Holy Trinity is 
the principal act of an Orthodox parish, especially on the Day of the Resurrection (Sunday). 
Our mission is to live the Holy Gospel and spread the Good News to those in our area. We 
are sanctified by God’s grace through the holy Sacraments and glorify Him each moment of 
the day. We seek God’s mercy, as we confess the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Visit the Philoxenia/Fellowship table in the Bouras Center after service to meet parishioners 
and enjoy our Fellowship Hour. 
 

Liturgical Schedule  
Thursday, April 23, St. George the Great Martyr, Orthros, 8:30 AM;  
  Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, April 26, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  
Sunday, May 3, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

 
Holy Trinity to Stream Services 

If you are unable to attend a service in person, you can watch virtually via  
the Holy Trinity YouTube page. Visit us at:  

 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Westfield, NJ - YouTube 

Please click the “Subscribe” button to become a Holy Trinity follower. 

 
 
 
 

The April Edition of The Promise is Now Available Online! 
www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise. Subscribe to Holy Trinity weekly 
emails providing news updates and announcements. Request at: 
HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
http://www.holytrinitywestfield.org/the-promise
mailto:HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org
https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
https://youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509
http://www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise


 

Constance, Jeremy, John, Gregory, Gus, Thomas, Sean, Betty, Keela, Florence, Sandy, James, 
John, Athena, Stavroula, Dimetra, Danny, Dominque, Daniel, Elizabeth, John, Robert, Erin, 
Kevin, Sabrina, Luke, Bill, James, Ria, Eric, Joanne, Alexandra, Sophia, Nicholas, Eupraxia, 
James, Mary, Chris, Janeen, Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, John, Marina, George, Laura, George, Costa, 
Basil, Lemonia, Justin, Chris, Evangelia, Danny, Bill, Lou, Foula 

 
Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered; let those who 

hate Him flee from before His face! 
 

A sacred Pascha is shown to us today; a new and Holy Pascha;  
A mystic Pascha; an all-venerable Pascha;  

A Pascha which is Christ the Redeemer; a spotless Pascha;  
A great Pascha; a Pascha of the faithful;  

A Pascha which has opened to us the gates of Paradise;  
A Pascha sanctifying all the faithful.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  Amen. 
 

It is the Day of Resurrection! 
Let us shine forth in splendor for the Festival, 

And embrace one another.  Let us say, 
“O brethren, even to those who hate; let us forgive all things in  

The Resurrection, and thus let us exclaim: 
‘Christ is risen from the dead, trampling Death by death, and 

Bestowing life to those in the tombs.’”  
 

 



Jesus’ Appearance to Thomas 
Thomas’ skepticism about Jesus’ first appearance to the disciples sets the stage for His next 
appearance eight days later. (If we count the days of Pascha, today is the eighth day – see how 
the Church relives the events of the Gospel.) The Gospel of John mentions that Thomas is called 
the Twin, perhaps because he was prone to be of two minds – a doubter by nature which made 
him excessively inquisitive. Like so many of our time, Thomas does not trust the accounts of the 
other disciples or the Myrrh-bearing women. For him to believe that Jesus has appeared to others 
and is risen from the dead, he will need multiple proofs. He will need to see Jesus with his own 
eyes, he will touch with his own hands the print of the nails, and he must hear with his own ears 
the voice of his master. 
 
On the Eighth Day of Pascha, Jesus again appears to His disciples. 
This time Thomas is in their company. Jesus does not wait for 
Thomas to speak but He is ready to offer him the gift he has 
requested. Our Lord approaches Thomas offering him the proof that 
he has desperately been seeking. See how our Lord condescends 
to Thomas’ demand using his own words. First the Lord rebukes 
Thomas by saying, “reach out with your finger and touch my hands and side.” Thomas must 
have questioned how the Lord knew what he said. This, in and of itself, should have proven the 
Resurrection to him. Jesus then admonished him saying, “Do not be unbelieving but believing.” 
 
Our Lord comes to Thomas for the exact same reason He comes near to us – to inspire faith. 
Can we react and be as bold as Thomas who after touching the Lord exclaims with conviction, 
“My Lord and my God!” See how Thomas becomes a great theologian as his faith in Christ is 
confessed. See how, if we move away from demanding physical proof and use faith as a basis how 
the Word becomes alive within us. The Gospel message and faith in Christ is impossible for 
anyone who demands physical proof. The disciples spread the Gospel because they did not seek 
after miracles but relied on God’s word alone. Our Lord blesses those who reach faith with only 
trust in the witness of the Word. This is why our Lord says, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 

 
 
 



 
Please support your community’s Ways & Means by 
sponsoring and purchasing 50/50 raffles available at 
the GreekFest table during the Fellowship Hour. 

The planning for GreekFest 2026 is in full 
swing and we need your help! This year’s 
event brings back all your favorite foods 
and festivities to the community. We are 
excited to announce our special headliner, 
Evangelia,  from the Eurovision Song 
Contest, for our Saturday Big Night Out! 
Information on special ticket purchasing 
can be found at www.NJGreekFest.com 
We are actively seeking volunteers to sign  
up via the QR code provided or at our 
Fellowship Hour table where you can also 
pick up yard signs and postcards to help 
advertise!  

We appreciate your participation! 
 
 

Festival Baking and Packaging Dates 
Help us prepare pastries for the festival!  Baking  Baklava: Saturday, April 25, 9 AM–2 PM;  
Melomakarona (Finikia): Sunday, April 26, after Fellowship Hour; Kourabiedes: Saturday, May 
2, 9 AM–2 PM; Koulourakia: Saturday, May 23, 9 AM–3 PM; Packaging Monday, May 25, 10 
AM–2 PM.  Any questions text Mary Carayannopoulos 314-623-5493. 
 

Save the Date: Greek Independence Day Parade – Sunday, April 26 
Join Holy Trinity on Sun, April 26, 1:30 PM in New York for the 87th NY Greek Independence 
Day Parade! This marks 205 years since March 25, 1821, the start of the Greek Revolution for 
liberation from the Ottoman Turkish yoke. Wear your best blue and white and join us for a 
march on 5th Avenue from 61st to 74th Street! More information and details will be shared closer 
to the date. 

http://www.njgreekfest.com/


Metropolis of New Jersey to Honor Holy Trinity Parishioners – May 11 
On Monday, May 11, parishioners from Holy Trinity will be honored at the Metropolis Grand 
Banquet. We thank this year’s honorees who give selflessly of themselves to help benefit parish 
ministries: Avi Kiriakatis -Senior Parish Member; Zaharoula Ioannou - Steward of the 
Community; James Angelides - Parish Council; Kassandra Romas - Philoptochos; Maria 
Stamataki -Greek Education Teacher; Sophia Saketos - Youth Advisor; Sophia Skalkotos - 
GOYA; Alexandra Mavridis  - Religious Education Teacher. The event will be held at the 
Venetian in Garfield, 6 PM, $150 per person. Tickets and ads to recognize the honorees are 
available. Call the church office for more details. 

 
2026 Stewardship Campaign Update 

Thank you to the parishioners who submitted their pledge cards and stewardship gifts. As of 
March 10, we graciously received 262 pledges in the amount of $391,947. Please remember to 
submit your pledge card which will help us meet our operating budget of $1,096,400.  We 
need participation and support from all our parishioners to help the church continue to grow 
and thrive. Stewardship Cards will be mailed to all members who have not submitted their 
annual pledge yet. They are also available in the pews or at the Pangari. The suggested pledge 
is $2,200 per family and $500 for young adults. The pledge card includes an option to 
identify your interest in volunteering by ministry. 

  

Christ is 

 
 

 
TOTS (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) - April 22 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 22, 9:30 - 11:30 AM in the preschool room. Children 18 
months-Pre-K are welcome with their caregiver (younger siblings welcome!). Bring water, 
sneakers, and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli 612-801-8608 or vcomprelli@gmail.com to sign-
up or with any questions. 

 
 
 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com


 
Adult Greek Dance Lessons - Thursday, April 23 

Lessons will be offered by Ronnie Filippatos Fernandez one Thursday per month, $25 per 
class. The next lesson is on April 23, 7 - 9 PM.  We will enjoy some light drinks and appetizers 
while learning Greek dances.  If interested, please send your name and phone number to 
htgocgreekdance@gmail.com. The remaining date is: 5/21. 
 

Ladies Philoptochos Fashion Show April 28, 2026 - Sold Out! 
The Ladies Philoptochos Fashion Show, which is being held on April 28, 2026 at Brooklake 
Country Club is sold out! No additional reservations can be accepted. We thank everyone for 
their enthusiastic support and prompt responses. We kindly ask for your continued support by 
purchasing our raffle tickets. Please come to the Philoptochos table during Fellowship Hour to 
purchase our Grand Raffle (or contact Avikiriakatis@gmail.com) and our VIP tickets for a Dior 
bag and scarf. You may also contact Debbie Efthimion at debbie.efthimion@gmail.com or Janet 
O'Sullivan at janetzos@comcast.net for our VIP raffle tickets; only 250 tickets will be available.   
 

OPA! Thursday, May 7 - A Night of Greek Dancing, Drinks and Apps! 
Join our very own Hellenic dancer, Ronnie Filippatos, for a fun night of learning the most 
popular Greek dances in the Bouras Center, 7 – 9 PM. Casual/comfortable attire. $25 per 
person; adults only. Venmo: @westfieldgreekschool 

 
Philoptochos Scholarship Applications 

Scholarship applications are due on or before Sunday, May 10 for high school seniors. If you 
are not registered in Religious Education this year, you are ineligible to apply for a scholarship. 

 
GOYA Clothing Drive – Saturday, May 16 

Drop off donations 9 - 11:30 AM in the church parking lot. Help provided to remove donations. 
Acceptable items: clothing for men, woman and children (shoes in a separate clear bag), belts, 
hats, scarves, handbags, gloves, small toys (2 ft. or less), stuffed animals, towels, sheets and 
pillowcases, bikes and strollers. 

 
SAVE THE DATE - GreekFest May 29 – 31 

The planning for GreekFest 2026 is in full swing and we need your 
help! This year’s event brings back all your favorite foods and 
festivities to the community. We are excited to announce our special 

headliner, Evangelia,  from the Eurovision Song Contest, for our Saturday Big 
Night Out! Information on special ticket purchasing can be found at www.NJGreekFest.com  
We are actively seeking volunteers! Sign up via the QR code provided or at our Fellowship Hour 
table where you can also pick up yard signs and postcards to help advertise! Please contribute 
your time, talents and energy to make this year’s event an even greater success!  

 

mailto:htgocgreekdance@gmail.com
mailto:Avikiriakatis@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.efthimion@gmail.com
mailto:janetzos@comcast.net
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Camp Good Shepherd – July 12 - 18 
Register now by visiting http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn For more information visit the 
updated Camp Good Shepherd (CGS) website https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd 
including videos from CGS 2025. The overall goal of CGS is to give our campers a taste of 
actively living their Orthodox Christian faith, to connect them to Christ and His Church, and 
to offer them the chance to develop lasting relationships with their peers. 
 

 

http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn
https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd


Angel Choir (Ages 7-12) - 2026 Update 
The Angel Choir has joined the Adult Choir on Sundays. Membership continues to grow and 
new members are welcome any time of the year. Angel Choir practices are after Sunday School. 
Children should meet the director for practice in church in the choir pews. For more 
information contact Anne Kernoski, akernoski@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Adult Choir for ages 18 to senior citizens 

 
Angel Choir for boys and girls ages 7-12 

 
Byzan “teens” for boys and girls Ages 13-17 

For more information, email Anne Kernoski, Choir Director:  

akernoski@gmail.com 

mailto:akernoski@gmail.com
mailto:akernoski@gmail.com


 

Click here to sign up 

 
 

 

https://forms.gle/Nn6HnjGVibSSYRNAA


April 26, 2026 
Save the Date: Greek Independence Day Parade - Sunday, April 26 
Join Holy Trinity Sunday, April 26, 1:30 PM in New York for the 87th NY Greek 
Independence Day Parade! This marks 205 years since March 25, 1821, the start 
of the Greek Revolution for liberation from the Ottoman Turkish yoke. Wear 

your best blue and white and join us for a march on 5th Avenue from 61st to 74th street! 
More information and details will be shared closer to the date.  

 



 

April 28, 2026 

 



May 3, 2026 

  



May 7, 2026 

 

  



May 16, 2026 

  



May 29 - 31, 2026 

 

 

We appreciate your participation in supporting our  

Sponsorship/Advertising Packages fundraising initiative with 

businesses in our surrounding area. Please see the form below 

to learn more about how you can help spread the word! 



 

 



July 12 - 18, 2026 

  



 

 

 

 

 

T.O.T.S.- (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social (T.O.T.S.) of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church is to provide an  environment fostering fellowship and prayer for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years of age and their mother, father and/or caregiver. 
Children are encouraged to develop a sense of comfort and security in God’s house 
while experimenting in independent and cooperative age-appropriate play under 
their caregiver’s supervision. Concurrently, the toddler social enables these adults 
the opportunity to meet, pray, and socialize. 
 

TOTS meetings:  Wednesdays, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM, Pre-K Room 
 

      2026 
   April 22 

    May 13, 27 
 

 
Bring water, sneakers and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli (vcomprelli@gmail.com or 

612-801-8608) to sign up or to ask any questions. 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com


 
 

Cristos Anesth! 
Alhqws Anesth! 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 


