
ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! ~ ΑΛΗΘΩΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ!

 
Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and  

to those in the tombs He has granted life. 
 

Ascension of our Lord 
 

May 17, 2026 
 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 
250 Gallows Hill Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

908.233.8533        www.holytrinitywestfield.org 
Live streaming services 

 
Rev. Fr. Peter Delvizis, Parish Priest 

 

 

http://www.holytrinitywestfield.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about


 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Morning Gospel:        St. John 20:11-18   Ελληνικά 
 Epistle Reading:   Acts 16:16-34   Ελληνικά 
 Gospel Reading:              St. John 9:1-38   Ελληνικά 
                

Apolytikion: “Christ is risen from the dead by death has He trampled upon death and to those in the 
tombs he has granted life.” 
Apolytikion: “To the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our 
salvation, let us, the faithful, give praise and worship. For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in the 
flesh, to endure death and raise the dead by His glorious resurrection.” 
Apolytikion of the Church: “Blessed are You, O Christ our Lord and God, You who made all wise 
the fishermen Your Apostles, sending down upon them Your Spirit, which is Holy and through their 
work drawing the world into Your net, glory to You Who loves mankind.” 
Kontakion: “Though Thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, Thou didst destroy the 
power of Hades and as Victor, Thou didst rise again, O Christ our God. Thou didst greet the Myrrh-
bearing women, saying: Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy disciples, and resurrection upon 
those that are fallen.” 

Altar Donations 
Altar Candles: In loving memory of Christos, Euterpe and Phillip Papatheodorou  
Vigil Light: In memory of Nicholas Pappas  

On the Sixth Sunday of Pascha, we remember the Blind Man healed by 
Christ; Today we commemorate The Holy Apostles St. Andronicos and St. 
Junia; St. Theophanis and St. Nektarios, the founders of the Holy Varlaam 
Monastery at Meteora; St. Nicholas the New of Metsovo of Iperos; The 
Seven New Athletes Martyred in Kastoria 
  

 Χριστός Ανέστη  Αληθώς Ανέστη!  
 Christ is risen!           Truly, He is risen! 
 Christos Voskrese!             Voistinu Voskrese! – Russian 
 Christos a înviat!                Adevãrat a înviat! – Romanian 
 Al-Mashīh-Qãm!                Haqqan Qãm! – Arabic 
 Christe Agsdga!                 Cheshmaritad agsdga! - Georgian 
 Krishti u ngjall!                 Vërtet u ngjall! – Albania 
 Cristo Ha Resucitado!    En Verdad Ha Resucitado! - Spanish 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=342&event=1904
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=342&event=1904&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=17&event=912&date=05/17/2026
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=17&event=912&date=05/17/2026&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=36&event=912
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=36&event=912&language=el


Large Candles: In loving memory of Robert Maroldi  
Kandili: In loving memory of Sierra Nolau  
Prothesis Candles: In loving memory of John Hadzitheodorou 

Sacraments and Rites 
Memorial: Your prayers are requested on Sunday at the memorial service for Robert 
Maroldi, 40 days. May his memory be eternal. 
 

Liturgical Schedule  
Thursday, May 21, Holy Ascension Sts. Constantine and Helen Equal to the Apostles,  
    Orthros, 8:30 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  
Sunday, May 24, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Saturday, May 30, Saturday of Souls, Divine Liturgy, 9:00 AM 
Sunday, May 31, Holy Pentecost, Orthros, 9:00 AM; Hierarchical Divine Liturgy,  
                                      10:00 AM 
Monday, June 1, Holy Trinity, Orthros, 9:15 AM; Concelebration with area clergy,  
                                      Divine Liturgy, 10:00 AM 

 
The office will be closed on Monday, May 25, in observance of Memorial Day. 

 
Welcome Visitors 

Our parish welcomes those visiting our community. Worshipping the Holy Trinity is the 
principal act of an Orthodox parish, especially on the Day of the Resurrection (Sunday). Our 
mission is to live the Holy Gospel and spread the Good News to those in our area. We are 
sanctified by God’s grace through the holy Sacraments and glorify Him each moment of the 
day. We seek God’s mercy, as we confess the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Visit 
the Philoxenia/Fellowship table in the Bouras Center after service to meet parishioners and 
enjoy our Fellowship Hour. 

Parish Assembly – Sunday, May 17 
Holy Trinity will hold its Spring Parish Assembly meeting today, after church services. This is 
an important meeting as many aspects of parish life will be discussed. Your attendance and 
participation at the Parish Assembly is important. Agenda items are parish finances, 
stewardship (see above), GreekFest, pastor’s and president’s reports. 
 

OCMC - Orthodox Christian Mission Center 
With your generosity, Holy Trinity collected $1,100 this Lent with the OCMC Mission Coin 
Boxes. This donation will help support the global missions and spread the Gospel of Our 
Lord. 
 



 
Holy Trinity to Stream Services 

If you are unable to attend a service in person, you can watch virtually via  
the Holy Trinity YouTube page. Visit us at:  

 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Westfield, NJ - YouTube 

Please click the “Subscribe” button to become a Holy Trinity follower. 

 
 

 

Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, Constance, Jeremy, John, Gregory, Gus, Thomas, Sean, Betty, Keela, 
Florence, Sandy, James, John, Athena, Stavroula, Dimetra, Donny, Dominque, Daniel, 
Elizabeth, John, Robert, Erin, Kevin, Sabrina, Luke, Bill, James, Ria, Eric, Eupraxia, Joanne, 
Alexandra, Sophia, Nicholas, James, Mary, Chris, Janeen, Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, John, Marina, 
George, Laura, George, Costa 

 
By many temptations I am distressed, in search of salvation, unto 
thee have I taken flight; O Mother of the Word, thou Ever-virgin, from 
all ordeals and afflictions deliver me. 
 

Attacks of the passions disquiet me; my soul to repletion hath been 
filled with despondency; bestill them, O Maiden, with the calmness of 
thine own Son and thy God, O all-blameless one. 

 
To Christ God and the Saviour thou gavest birth; I beg thee, O 
Virgin from afflictions deliver me; for now unto thee I flee for refuge, 

bringing thee both my soul and my reasoning. 
 

Diseased is my body and my soul, do thou make me worthy of divine guidance and thy care, O thou alone art 
God’s Mother, for thou art good and the Birthgiver of the Good. 

 
From thee is no one turned away ashamed and empty who doth run to thee for refuge, O pure Virgin 
Theotokos; but he asketh the favor and receiveth the gift from thee, unto the profit of his own request. 

 
The transformation of the afflicted and the relief of those in sickness art thou in truth, O Virgin Theotokos; 
save thy people and thy flock, thou who art the peace of the embattled, and who art the calm of the storm-driven, 

the only protectress of those who believe. 

https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
https://www.youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509/about
https://youtube.com/@holytrinitygreekorthodoxch5509
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Holy Ascension 

“I ascend unto My Father and your Father, and to My God, and Your God” (John 20:17) 
 
In the Ascension resides the meaning and the fullness of Christ’s Resurrection. The Lord did 
not rise in order to return again to the fleshly order of life, so as to live again and commune with 
the disciples and the multitudes by means of preaching and miracles. Now He does not even stay 
with them, but only “appears” to them during the forty days, from time to time, and always in a 
miraculous and mysterious manner. Christ arose not in the same way as those who were restored 
to life before Him. Theirs was a resurrection for a time, and they returned to life in the same 
body, which was subject to death and corruption—returned to the previous mode of life. But 
Christ arose forever, unto eternity. He arose in a body of glory, immortal and incorruptible. He 
arose, never to die, for “He clothed the mortal in the splendor of incorruption.” His glorified 
Body was already exempt from the fleshly order of existence. “It is sown in corruption, it is raised 



in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body” (I Cor. 15:42-44). 
 
The Office for the Feast of the Ascension depicts the mystery in a poetical language. As on the 
day of Christ’s Nativity the earth was astonished on beholding God in the flesh, so now the 
Heavens do tremble and cry out. “The Lord of Hosts, Who reigns over all, Who is Himself the 
head of all, Who is preeminent in all things, Who has reinstated creation in its former order—
He is the King of Glory.” The Ascension is the token of Pentecost, the sign of its coming, “The 
Lord has ascended to heaven and will send the Comforter to the world.” For the Holy Spirit was 
not yet in the world, until Jesus was glorified. And the Lord Himself told the disciples, “If I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you” (John 16:7). The gifts of the Spirit are “gifts 
of reconciliation,” a seal of an accomplished salvation and of the ultimate reunion of the world 
with God. And this was accomplished only in the Ascension. The joy of the Ascension lies in 
the promise of the Spirit. “Thou didst give joy to Thy disciples by a promise of the Holy Spirit.” 
The victory of Christ is wrought in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. The very existence of the 
Church is the fruit of the Ascension. It is in the Church that man’s nature is truly ascended to 
the Divine heights. “And gave Him to be Head over all things” (Ephesians 1:22). Within the 
Church, through an acquisition of the Spirit in the fellowship of Sacraments, the Ascension 
continues still, and will continue until the measure is full.  
 
The Ascension is a sign and token of the Second Coming. “This same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:11). The mystery of God’s Providence will be accomplished in the Return of the Risen Lord. 
In the fulfillment of time, Christ’s kingly power will be revealed and spread over the whole of 
faithful mankind. Christ bequeaths the Kingdom to the whole of the faithful. “And I appoint 
unto you a Kingdom as My Father has appointed unto me. That ye may eat and drink at My 
table in My Kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Luke 22:29-30). 
Those who followed Him faithfully will sit with Him on their thrones on the day of His coming. 
“To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with My Father in His throne” (Rev. 3:21). Salvation will be consummated in the 
Glory. “Conceive to yourself the throne, the royal throne, conceive the immensity of the 
privilege. This, at least if we chose, might more avail to startle us, yea, even than hell itself” (Saint 
John Chrysostom). 
 
 

Summer Camping Experience - Camp Good Shepherd – July 12-18 
Register now by visiting http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn For more information visit the 
updated Camp Good Shepherd (CGS) website https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-
shepherd including videos from CGS 2025. The overall goal of CGS is to give our campers a 
taste of actively living their Orthodox Christian faith, to connect them to Christ and His 
Church, and to offer them the chance to develop lasting relationships with their peers. 
 

 

http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn
https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd
https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd


 
... the name Hellene suggests no longer a race, but an intelligence…. (Isokrates, Panygeric:50)  
 
My beloved brothers and sisters in the Risen Lord, Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen! Today, 
when we celebrate our annual observance of AHEPA Sunday, we take a significant moment in 
our Church Year to acknowledge the contributions of the American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association to our community. And not only to the Omogeneia, but to the wider 
American Society as well. This is because, as Isocrates observed nearly 2,400 years ago, to be 
Greek is truly a civilizational project. AHEPA, with its deep commitment and pride for our 
shared ethnic, cultural and linguistic roots, also recognizes the inclusiveness that our 
magnificent Hellenic inheritance naturally fosters. AHEPA reflects the breadth and openness 
of its mission by filling its ranks from all the members of our communities, regardless of 
background. In this way, AHEPA is utterly aligned with the highest goals and aspiration of the 
Hellenic ideal and, indeed, the welcoming spirit of Orthodox Christianity. Working in tandem 
with the local parishes, AHEPA expands the reach of our core communities and brings more 
and more people into the Fold of the Great Shepherd, our Resurrected Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, on this AHEPA Sunday, let us give thanks for the many and multiform 
offerings that this vital Association brings to the life of our Church and to the world. Hellenes 
span the globe with the unique intelligence that gave birth both to Western Civilization and 
the Christian Church as a world-changing religion. AHEPA serves both these ends, from the 
shores of America to the shores of the Bosphorus. May God bless their paramount work! 
Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! Christ is Risen!  
 

With much paternal love in our Risen Lord, 
 

†ELPIDOPHOROS Archbishop of America 
 
 
 
 
 



                        Stewardship 
 

In the life of the Church, Stewardship is a sacred response to God’s abundant 
blessings. It is how we actively participate in the life of the parish, offering our time 
in service, our talents in ministry, and our treasure in support of Christ’s mission.  

 
Holy Trinity is our spiritual and cultural center, a place like no other, rooted in faith. It nurtures joy 
and a deep sense of purpose in giving. Our parish remains a vibrant spiritual home thanks to your 
faithfulness. Stewardship directly impacts: 
 

• Meaningful outreach ministries, serving those in need in our local community and beyond 
• It sustains and grows our youth and young adult programs, forming the next generation in the 

Orthodox faith 
• It preserves and expands our liturgical life, education, and parish ministries, ensuring that the 

fullness of Orthodoxy is lived and experienced 
 
Each of these expressions brings our faith to life, not only within our walls, but in the world. Each 
year, we prayerfully establish a Stewardship goal that reflects both our needs and our mission. 
 

For 2026, our parish Stewardship goal is $650,000. 
 
To date, the faithful have committed approximately $466,000, while in previous years at this point, we 
were closer to $490,000. Historically, by May we have 81% of Stewardship Cards received. Currently, 
we have collected 71%. 
 

This leaves a sizable gap as we seek to fully fund the ministries and  
mission entrusted to us. 

 
Holy Trinity is a family of believers. As the faithful, we put our personal trust and financial resources in 
God’s hands. Take a leap of faith to move forward. Please offer Holy Trinity as much as possible for 
God’s glory. 

 

 
 
 



Calling All Volunteers for NJ GreekFest - May 29-31 
 

 
 

The planning for GreekFest 2026 is in full swing and we need your help! This year’s 

event brings back all your favorite foods and festivities to the community. We are 

excited to announce our special headliner, Evangelia,  from the Eurovision Song 

Contest, for our Saturday Big Night Out! Information on special ticket purchasing 

can be found at www.NJGreekFest.com We are actively seeking volunteers via 

GreekFest 2026 Volunteer Sign Up, QR code or at our Fellowship Hour table where 

you can also pick up yard signs and postcards to help advertise! Join us in bringing this special event to 

life with great food, community, and fellowship. Any volunteer questions, contact Roula Ioannou 

at htgreekfestivalvolunteers@gmail.com Thank you for your time and support—we couldn’t do it without 

you! We appreciate your participation! 

 

GreekFest Pastry Packaging – Monday, May 25 
GreekFest volunteers welcome to help package all pastries for sale at 

GreekFest! Monday, May 25, 10 AM – 2 PM 
Any questions text Mary Carayannopoulos 314-623-5493 

 

www.NJGreekFest.com
https://bit.ly/GreekFest2026VolunteerSignup
mailto:htgreekfestivalvolunteers@gmail.com


GreekFest 2026 Mega 50/50 Raffle  
Please support your community’s Ways & Means by sponsoring and purchasing 50/50 raffles 

available at the GreekFest table during the Fellowship Hour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adult Greek Dance Lessons - Thursday, May 21 

Lessons will be offered by Ronnie Filippatos Fernandez one Thursday per month, $25 per 
class. This is the last lesson from 7 - 9 PM.  We will enjoy some light drinks and appetizers while 
learning Greek dances.  If interested, please send your name and phone number to 
htgocgreekdance@gmail.com.  

 
 

mailto:htgocgreekdance@gmail.com


TOTS (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) - May 27 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 27, 9:30 - 11:30 AM in the preschool room. Children 18 
months-Pre-K are welcome with their caregiver (younger siblings welcome!). Bring water, 
sneakers, and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli 612-801-8608 or vcomprelli@gmail.com to sign-
up or with any questions. 

Trinity Circle 
Members’ year-end luncheon Tuesday, June 9, Galloping Hill Caterers, 11:30 AM - 3 PM. Sign 
up with Kassandra Romas, Chair. $20 per member. 
 

No Religious Education classes on May 24 and May 31. Classes will resume June 7. 
 

Religious Education Graduation Ceremony, Sunday - June 21 
Please join us in celebrating our graduates and our Religious Education students 
with a dessert reception in the Bouras Center on Sunday, June 21 after Divine 
Liturgy. We look forward to honoring our students! Please help us make this day 
extra special for them by volunteering to help or bring a dessert via the QR code or 
link provided Volunteers Sign Up for Religious Education Graduation Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 

Click here to sign up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4FADAE2BA2FCC07-63955033-2026
https://forms.gle/Nn6HnjGVibSSYRNAA


We appreciate your participation in supporting our  Sponsorship/Advertising Packages 
fundraising initiative with businesses in our surrounding area. Please see the form below to 
learn more about how you can help spread the word! 

 

 



June 21 

Religious Education Graduation Ceremony 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 12 - 18, 2026 
Camp Good Shepherd – July 12 - 18 

Register now by visiting http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn For more information visit the 
updated Camp Good Shepherd (CGS) website https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd 
including videos from CGS 2025. The overall goal of CGS is to give our campers a taste of 
actively living their Orthodox Christian faith, to connect them to Christ and His Church, and 
to offer them the chance to develop lasting relationships with their peers. 

  

http://app.campdoc.com/register/cgsn
https://www.nj.goarch.org/camp-good-shepherd


 

T.O.T.S.- (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social (T.O.T.S.) of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church is to provide an  environment fostering fellowship and prayer for children 
aged 18 months to 4 years of age and their mother, father and/or caregiver. Children are 
encouraged to develop a sense of comfort and security in God’s house while experimenting in 
independent and cooperative age-appropriate play under their caregiver’s supervision. 
Concurrently, the toddler social enables these adults the opportunity to meet, pray, and 
socialize. 
 

TOTS meetings:  Wednesdays, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM, Pre-K Room 
   May  27 

    June 3 
Bring water, sneakers and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli (vcomprelli@gmail.com or 612-801-

8608) to sign up or to ask any questions. 
 

Cristos Anesth! 
Alhqws Anesth! 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com

