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On the Fifth Sunday of Pascha, we remember the woman at the well, St. Photini, the 
Samaritan Woman who conversed with Christ; Sunday after Mid-Pentecost; Today we 
commemorate The Holy Martyrs Sts. Peter, Dionysios, Andrew, Paul, Christina, Heraclios, 
Paulinos and Benedimos; St. Stephanos the First, Archbishop of Constantinople 
 
 Seventh Morning Gospel:       St. John 20:1-10   Ελληνικά 
 Epistle Reading:   Acts 11:19-30   Ελληνικά 

Gospel Reading:              St. John 4:5-42   Ελληνικά 

 
Apolytikion: “Christ is risen from the dead by death has He trampled upon death and to those in the 
tombs he has granted life.” 
Apolytikion: “The joyful news of Your resurrection was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. 
Having thrown off the curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been 
vanquished; Christ our God is risen from the dead, blessing all the world with His great mercy.” 
Apolytikion of Mid-Pentecost: “O Lord, midway through the feast, give drink to my thirsty soul from the 
living waters of right belief. You, O Savior, proclaimed to everyone, "Let whoever is thirsty come to Me and 
drink." You are the Fountain of life, O Christ our God. Glory to You!” 
Apolytikion of the Church: “Blessed are You, O Christ our Lord and God, You who made all wise the 
fishermen Your Apostles, sending down upon them Your Spirit, which is Holy and through their work 
drawing the world into Your net, glory to You Who loves mankind.” 
Kontakion: “Though Thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, Thou didst destroy the power of 
Hades and as Victor, Thou didst rise again, O Christ our God. Thou didst greet the Myrrh-bearing women, 
saying: Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy disciples, and resurrection upon those that are fallen.” 
 

Altar Donations 
Altar Candles: In memory of Konstandinos Genakos 
Vigil Light: In loving memory of Theresa & Anagnostis (Notis) Kotsolios 
Large Candles: In loving memory of John Prokos 
Kandili: In loving memory of Theresa Kotsolios and Anagnostis (Notis) Kotsolios; Nick 
Zeniou and Teresa Zeniou 
Prothesis: In memory of Nicholas Pappas 
 

 
 

                     Cristos Anesth!            Alhqws Anesth! 
                         Christ is risen!                   Truly, He is risen!         
                      Christos Voskrese!           Voistinu Voskrese! - Russian 
                     Christos a înviat!           Adevãrat a înviat! - Romanian 
                      Al-Mashīh-Qãm!                Haqqan Qãm! – Arabic 
                      Christe Agsdga!           Cheshmaritad agsdga! - Georgian 
                       Krishti u ngjall                Vërtet u ngjall! – Albania 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=339&event=1903
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=339&event=1903&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=339&event=1903&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=9&event=884&date=05/18/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=9&event=884&date=05/18/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=9&event=884&date=05/18/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=29&event=884
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=29&event=884&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=29&event=884&language=el


Sacraments and Rites 
Baptisms: On Friday, May 16, the baptism of Ramzey Alfie El-Far, son of Yazan and Christina El-
Far, was celebrated. The Godmother is Dana Habib Hamameh. On Saturday, May 17, the 
baptism of Peter John Skiadas, son of John and Helen Skiadas, was celebrated. The Godfather is 
Dimitrios Vardas.  
 
Memorials: Your prayers are requested this morning at the memorial services for Anagnostis 
(Notis), 6 months, and Theresa Kotsolios, 4 years; John Prokos, 3 years; Teresa, 8 years, and 
Nick Zeniou, 11 years. Eternal be their memories. 
 

Liturgical Schedule  
Wednesday, May 21, Sts. Constantine and Helen, Orthros, 8:30 AM;  
   Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, May 25, Sixth Sunday of Pascha and the Blind Man healed by Christ,  
   Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Thursday, May 29, Holy Ascension, Orthros, 8:30 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, June 1, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM  

 
Welcome Visitors 

The parish of Holy Trinity welcomes those visiting our community today. We are pleased that you 
have chosen to worship with us. If you are looking for a spiritual home or wish to learn more about 
the Orthodox Faith we hope that you consider becoming part of our family. Fr. Peter would very 
much like to meet you. Please visit the Philoxenia/Fellowship table in the Bouras Center after services 
to meet parishioners and enjoy our Fellowship Hour. 
 

Fellowship Hour 
Please join us in the Bouras Center after church for the Fellowship Hour sponsored by Margaret 
Prokos and the Colonias and Markos Families in loving memory of John Prokos and Theresa and 
Anagnostis (Notis) Kotsolios. 
 

  



The Samaritan Woman 
 St. Photini, the Samaritan woman who Christ visited at the well asking her for water, lived in 
Palestine. It was she who accepted the “living water” offered her by Christ Himself after repenting 
from her many sins (John 4:5-42).  She went and told her townspeople that she had met the Christ, 
for which she is sometimes recognized as the first to proclaim the Gospel of Christ. She converted her 
five sisters (Sts. Anatole, Photo, Photis, Paraskeve, and Kyriaki) and her two sons (Victor and Joses). 
They all became untiring evangelists for Christ. 
 
 The apostles of Christ baptized her with the name of Photini which means “the enlightened 
one.” She is remembered by the Church as a Holy Martyr and Equal to the Apostles. After Sts. Peter 
and Paul were martyred, St. Photini and her family left their homeland in Samaria to travel to 
Carthage to proclaim the Gospel of Christ there. During the reign of Emperor Nero in the first 
century, excessive cruelty was exhibited against the Christians. An official of the Empire, Sebastian, 
said to St. Photini’s son Victor, “I know that you, your mother and your brother, are followers of Christ. As a 
friend I advise you to submit to the will of the emperor. If you inform on any Christians, you will receive their 
wealth. I shall write to your mother and brother, asking them not to preach Christ in public. Let them practice 
their faith in secret.” Victor replied, “I want to be a preacher of Christianity like my mother and brother.” 
Sebastian said, “O Victor, we all know what woes await you, your mother and brother.” Then Sebastian 
suddenly felt a sharp pain in his eyes. He was dumbfounded, and his face was somber. For three days 
Sebastian lay there blind, without uttering a word. On the fourth day he declared, “The God of the 
Christians is the only true God.” St. Victor asked why Sebastian had suddenly changed his mind. 
Sebastian replied, “Because Christ is calling me.” Soon he was baptized and immediately regained his 
sight. After witnessing the miracle, St. Sebastian’s servants were also baptized.  
 
 For this, Emperor Nero ordered the saints to be brought before him, and he asked them 
whether they truly believed in Christ. All the confessors refused to renounce the Savior. The emperor 
then gave orders to smash the martyrs’ finger joints. During the torture, the confessors felt no pain, 
and their hands remained unharmed. Nero ordered that Sts. Sebastian, Photinus and Joses be blinded 
and locked up in prison, and St. Photini and her five sisters were sent to the imperial court under the 
supervision of Nero’s daughter, Domnina. St. Photini converted both Domnina and her servants to 
Christ. She also converted a sorcerer, who had brought her poisoned food that was meant to kill her. 
Nero then gave orders to beat their naked bodies with straps  and to crucify the saints. On the fourth 
day, the emperor sent servants to see whether the martyrs were still alive. Learning they were still alive, 
Nero was enraged. He gave orders to flay the skin from St. Photini and to throw her down a well. 
Sebastian, Photinus and Joses had their legs cut off which were thrown to dogs, and then had their 
skin flayed off. The sisters of St. Photini also suffered terrible torments. Nero gave orders to cut off 
their breasts and to flay their skin. After this, Nero had St. Photini brought to him and asked if she 
would now relent and offer sacrifice to the idols. St. Photini began laughing at him, saying, “O most 
impious of the blind, you profligate and stupid man! Do you think me so deluded that I would consent to renounce 
my Lord Christ and instead offer sacrifice to idols as blind as you?”  
 
 Hearing such words, Nero gave orders to throw St. Photini down a well, where she surrendered 
her soul to God in the year 66 A.D. 



 
 
 
 

A sacred Pascha is shown to us today; a new and Holy Pascha; 
A mystic Pascha; an all-venerable Pascha; 

A Pascha which is Christ the Redeemer; a spotless Pascha; 
A great Pascha; a Pascha of the faithful; 

A Pascha which has opened to us the gates of Paradise; 
A Pascha sanctifying all the faithful. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

Now and ever, and to the Ages of Ages.  Amen. 
 

It is the Day of Resurrection! 
Let us shine forth in splendor for the Festival, 

And embrace one another.  Let us say, 
“O brethren, even to those who hate; let us forgive all things in 

The Resurrection, and thus let us exclaim: 
‘Christ is risen from the dead, trampling Death by death, and 

Bestowing life to those in the tombs.’” 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Marina, Pete, George, Laura, George, Costa, Basil, Lemonia, Justin, Evangelia, Brennan, Egon, 
Marilyn, Tatanya, Robert, Elizabeth, George, Nicholas, Alexander, Vasilios, Danny, Bill, Lou, Foula, 
Eupraxia, Chris, Arlene, John, Ted, William, Theodora, Michael, Gioula, Nicholas, Hellen, Kevin, 
Janice, Elaine, Patty, Cynthia, Nicholas, Blace, Christos, Thomas, Rich, Lea, Robert, Mary, Mason, 
George, Chloe, Yolanda, Luke, George, Maria, Alexander, Athena, Demetra, Stavroula, Harry, Kathy, 
Jennifer, Pamela, John, Helen, Chris, Niko, Vicky, Dino, Stephanie, James, John, Theodora, Novlet 

 
Parish Assembly – Sunday, May 18 

Holy Trinity will hold its Spring Parish Assembly meeting today after church services. This is an 
important meeting as many aspects of parish life will be discussed. Your attendance and participation 
at the Parish Assembly is important.  

Stewardship 
Thank you to all who submitted their 2025 Christian Stewardship Commitment Card, and for those 
who expressed an interest to get involved in our parish ministries.  The respective ministry leader will 
contact you soon to explore ways in which you can get  involved.  
 

Please help us prepare pastries for GreekFest25 
Baking: Koulourakia - May 24, 9 AM – 3 PM, Bouras Center. Packaging: May 26, 10 AM – 2 PM, 
Bouras Center. Questions? Text Mary Carayannopoulos 314-623-5493. 
 

2025 Ladies Philoptochos Annual Dinner Fashion Show – May 20 
Thank you for the overwhelming response to the Ladies Philoptochos annual Dinner Fashion show. 
We are so happy for the excellent and enthusiastic response from our church family and friends! It is 
being held this Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at Brooklake Country Club in Florham Park, NJ. Reception 
starts at 5:30.  This popular and absolutely beautiful show features a special VIP Raffle of two designer 
handbags. You may purchase VIP raffle tickets for a Louis Vuitton and/or Christian Louboutin 
handbag during Fellowship hour, or contact Debbie Efthimion debbie.efthimion@gmail.com Also, 
ValuePak packages for discounted raffle tickets may be ordered during Fellowship hour or by 
contacting Ellen Manos  at ebmanos@yahoo.com   

 
The Holy Trinity Cultural Committee 

The Holy Trinity Cultural Committee would like to share upcoming locally hosted events 
parishioners may be interested in attending.  
 
Eastern Mediteranean Business Culture Alliance. Event details are located at https://embca.com/ 

mailto:debbie.efthimion@gmail.com
mailto:ebmanos@yahoo.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/embca.com/__;!!IBzWLUs!Q_S81gc26PSVqJyeFehnR0GbXo8atRWgklTW_dlc7fkpQaJzK64Wuct2mPpRLirgnpSaezUjQ_y9woOYlMwW3vbR0oS8HiF5qA$


• May 18 - “3rd Greek Genocide During the Late Ottoman Period Forum” Webinar Panel 
Discussion  

 
Public Orthodoxy at Fordham University. Event details located 
at: https://publicorthodoxy.org/events/ 

• May 19 Coptic Christianity Conference.  Between Archives and the Field: Cross-cutting 
Methods in Coptic Studies 

• June 4 Nicaea and the Church of the Third Millennium. Towards Catholic-Orthodox Unity 
• June 16 Religious Nationalism 

 
Hellenic Film Festival 

• Online via Youtube: Family 
Member.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVYhv4KYp3I&t=15s 

 
Trinity Circle 

Members’ year-end luncheon Tuesday, June 3, Galloping Hill Caterers, 11:30AM-3PM. Sign up with 
Kassandra Romas, Chair. $20 per member. 
 

Greek School 
Does helping preserve our Greek language appeal to you?  Become a Greek School teacher!  The Greek 
school is looking for teachers and/or substitutes for next school year. No prior experience is 
required! Please contact the church office for more details if you are interested. 
 

Religious Education Graduation Ceremony, Sunday - June 22 
Please join us in celebrating our Graduates and our Religious Education school students with a lunch 
reception in the Bouras Center on Sunday, June 22 after the conclusion of Divine Liturgy. We look 
forward to honoring our students! Please help us make this day extra special for them by volunteering.  
Click Religious Education Graduation Volunteers or scan either QR code in the below flyer to go to 
the sign-up genius link.  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/publicorthodoxy.org/events/__;!!IBzWLUs!Q_S81gc26PSVqJyeFehnR0GbXo8atRWgklTW_dlc7fkpQaJzK64Wuct2mPpRLirgnpSaezUjQ_y9woOYlMwW3vbR0oSXM0PjWw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVYhv4KYp3I&t=15s__;!!IBzWLUs!Q_S81gc26PSVqJyeFehnR0GbXo8atRWgklTW_dlc7fkpQaJzK64Wuct2mPpRLirgnpSaezUjQ_y9woOYlMwW3vbR0oR8cjpGug$
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054FAEAD28A5FD0-56767256-2025


GreekFest 2025 

May 30 – June 1 
  

SAVE THE DATES & PLEASE VOLUNTEER 

Planning is underway for our upcoming annual NJ GREEKFEST. We need you to join in the fun 
and fellowship by volunteering to help make Holy Trinity's major church fundraiser a success. 
We invite you to bring all your talents and expertise to make this the best GreekFest yet!  Whether 
you’re a seasoned volunteer or looking to get involved for the first time, we welcome you to join 
our community efforts at our NJ GreekFest May 30, 31 and June 1. To sign up, simply scan the QR 
code in the flyer below or click GreekFest Volunteers to go to the sign-up genius link.  

 
Please help us prepare pastries for GreekFest25 - Baking: Koulourakia - May 24, 9 AM – 3 PM, 
Bouras Center. Packaging: May 26, 10 AM – 2 PM, Bouras Center. Questions? Text Mary 
Carayannopoulos 314-623-5493. 

Help us get the word out about GreekFest25 through social media! Please follow our pages on 
Instagram @NJGreekFest and Facebook NJ GreekFest, and like and share content within your 
personal groups.  

Pick up any remaining marketing materials in the Bouras Center on Sundays after church:  yard 
signs for high traffic areas, posters and postcards for small businesses, discounted entry ticket 
packs and Mega 50/50 raffle tickets. OPA! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4AADAA2E5-55736020-greekfest#/
https://www.instagram.com/njgreekfest?igsh=MXNkaHl0dHVlYW1rYQ==
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064548885410&mibextid=kFxxJD




 



May 20, 2025

 
Fashion Show Video! 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rXRnZUjrRtDjdEjvDfbcIOMAn5rUHx5a/view?usp=drive_web


 



 

  



 

Religious Education Graduation Ceremony, Sunday - June 22 
 
Please join us in celebrating our Graduates and our Religious Education school 
students with a lunch reception in the Bouras Center on Sunday, June 22 after 
the conclusion of Divine Liturgy. We look forward to honoring our students! 
Please help us make this day extra special for them by volunteering.  Click 
Religious Education Graduation Volunteers or scan either QR code in the 
below flyer to go to the sign-up genius link.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054FAEAD28A5FD0-56767256-2025


Interested in joining the Choir? E-mail Kathyrn Athanasoulis.  

 

 

mailto:kathanasoulis@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Cristos Anesth! 
Alhqws Anesth! 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 
 


