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Sts. Erastos, Olympas, Rodion, Sosipater, Quartus, and Tertios, Apostles of the Seventy; St. 
Orestes the Martyr of Cappadocia; Holy Father St. Arsenius of Cappadocia 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apolytikion: “Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord has shown the mighty power of 
His arm. He has trampled down death by death, becoming the firstborn of the dead. He has delivered us 
from the depths of hell and has granted to all the world His great mercy.” 
Apolytikion of the Church: “Blessed are You, O Christ our Lord and God, You who made all wise 
the fishermen Your Apostles, sending down upon them Your Spirit, which is Holy and through their work 
drawing the world into Your net, glory to You Who loves mankind.” 
Kontakion: “Behold the Temple of the Savior, His precious bridal chamber. Behold the virginal and 
sacred vessel of God’s glory. Today she enters into the Temple of the Lord, bearing within her the grace of 
the Holy Spirit. For this, the angels exclaim: She is indeed the heavenly tabernacle.” 
 

Liturgical Schedule  
Monday, November 11, Sts. Victor, Vikenzios and Menas, Orthros, 8:30 AM; Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, November 17, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Thursday, November 21, Entrance of the Theotokos, Orthros, 8:30 AM; Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Thursday, November 21, Great Vespers for St. Iakovos of Evia, 6:00 PM 
Friday, November 22, Divine Liturgy at Metropolis of NJ for St. Iakovos of Evia, 10:00 AM 

 
Altar Donations 

Vigil Light: In memory of Elias (Lee) Stevens 
 

Sacraments and Rites 
Baptism: On Saturday, November 9, the baptism of Theodore John Rofrano, son of Steven and 
Mia Rofrano, was celebrated. The Godfather is Nicholas Sikellis.  

 

 Third Tone    
Hco" G v 

 
Morning Gospel:  St. John 20:19-31   Ελληνικά 
Epistle Reading:  Galatians 1:11-19   Ελληνικά 
Gospel Reading:  St. Luke 10:25-37   Ελληνικά 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=8&event=1905
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=8&event=1905&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=202&event=2925&date=11/10/2024
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=202&event=2925&date=11/10/2024&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=202&event=2925&date=11/10/2024&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=217&event=978
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=217&event=978&language=el


Welcome Visitors 
The parish of Holy Trinity welcomes those visiting our community today. We are pleased that 
you have chosen to worship with us. If you are looking for a spiritual home, we hope that you 
consider becoming part of our family. Fr. Peter would very much like to meet you. Please visit 
the Philoxenia/Fellowship table in the Bouras Center after services to meet parishioners and 
enjoy our Fellowship Hour. 
 
Get Weekly Emails by Subscribing - Subscribe to Holy Trinity weekly emails providing news, 
information, and weekly announcements by request at: HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org 
 

The November Edition of The Promise is Now Available Online!  
www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise 

 
Great Hierarchical Vespers at Holy Trinity - Thursday, November 21 

It is with great honor that Holy Trinity will host for the first time the Feastday of the new patron 
saint of the Metropolis of NJ, St. Iakovos of Evia. Great Vespers, presided by His Eminence 
Metropolitan Apostolos with area clergy, will begin at 6:00 PM. Altar boys from around the area 
also will be in attendance to be given a special cross to wear at all services. All Holy Trinity 
parishioners with the faithful from the area are invited. A celebratory reception will follow in 
the Bouras Center. Make plans from now to mark your calendar for this beautiful feast of St. 
Iakovos. 

The Holy Martyr St. Victor – November 11 
St. Victor came from Italy and was a Roman soldier in the reign of the Emperor Antoninus. 
While serving in the region of Damascus, he was denounced for his faith in Christ to the 
military governor, the Dux Sebastian. For the supernatural wisdom and steadfastness of his 
replies to the questions and deceitful suggestions of the governor, he was put to torture. They 
broke his fingers and threw him into a raging furnace, where he remained for three days 
unharmed. On coming forth, he was made to drink a deadly poison. Seeing it was without 
effect, the sorcerer who prepared it was converted to the Christian Faith. Other torments were 
practiced upon the valiant soldier of Christ: his sinews were torn out; a mixture of quicklime 
and vinegar was poured down his throat. Last of all, they tore out his eyes and left him hanging 
by his feet for three days, whereupon he gave up his soul to God and found everlasting rest. 

 
The Holy Martyr St. Stephanie – November 11 

St. Stephanie was a pious Christian woman who, after the death of her husband, spent her life 
in prayer and fasting. She was present at the martyrdom of St. Victor. As she glorified God for 
the courage of the martyr, she saw in the spirit two crowns rising up to heaven. Thereupon she 
confessed Christ at the governor’s tribunal, for which she was tied to two palm trees bent 

mailto:HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org
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toward each other and held in place by ropes. At the command of the governor, the ropes were 
cut and the trees sprang back to their usual position, thus tearing apart the body of the saint.  

 
“You cannot turn me from my holy Faith by threats, nor with promises of riches and pleasures. 
I will obey your orders willingly, if you will leave me free to follow my religion. I would rather 
surrender my head to you than to change my faith. I was born a Christian, and I shall die a 
Christian.” – St. John the Russian 
 

 

Theodora, Michael, Gioula, Nicholas, Hellen, Luba, Kevin, Janice, Elaine, Patty, Cynthia, 
Nicholas, Blace, Christos, Thomas, Rich, Robert, Phyllis, Lea, Mary, Mason, George, Chloe, 
Yolanda, Luke, George, Maria, Alexander, Athena, Demetra, Stavroula, Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, 
Pamela, John, Helen, Chris, Niko, Vicky, Dino, Stephanie, James, John, Theodora, Novlet, 
Chrysavgi, Alexandra, Sue, Marilyn, David, Basil, Laura, Marylee, Meropi, Adina, Nicholas, 
Constantine, Billy, Molly, Leonedas, David, Elizabeth, Tara, Lambros, Anne, Maria, Mikos, 
Arthur, John, Al, Jessika, Anastasia, Robert, Joanne, Vasileos, Tina, Fran, Dayvon, Sunitha, Neil 

 
Standing in Christ’s Presence 

The most sacred part of the Divine Liturgy is when Christ is among us. The most clear and visible 
display of this is when the Eucharist (the Body and Blood of Christ) is present on the solea 
during the distribution of Holy Communion. Orthodox Tradition teaches us to remain standing 
during this sacred moment. Moving forward, you are asked to remain standing when the Holy 
Chalice is presented to the faithful for Eucharistic Communion. As always, exceptions apply to 
those unable to physically stand during this time. 

Veterans Day – Monday, November 11 
Let us honor all the Veterans who served in the Armed Forces keeping our country safe. 
Veterans Day is dedicated to all American veterans, both past and present, to thank them for 

their selfless service to the country. It is often confused 
with Memorial Day which is the day for honoring 
America’s war dead. Veterans Day is especially dedicated 
to all the living soldiers who honorably served in the 
armed forces at any time the country needed their 
services, both during wartime and peacetime. 



Christian Stewardship 

 

 
 

Stewardship Sunday is November 24 
 

Remember to bring your completed Stewardship Card  
as an offering on this day. 

 
--------------------------- 

 

Stewardship Sunday and Parish Assembly - Sunday, November 24 
Sunday, November 24, is Stewardship Sunday and the date of the annual fall Parish Assembly 
meeting. Please bring your completed 2025 Stewardship Card as they will be collected for a 
special blessing on that day. Also plan to attend the Parish Assembly that will follow church 
services. 

 
Thanksgiving Community Outreach Event – Sunday, November 17 

Holy Trinity is partnering with the Junior League of the Oranges and Short Hills (JLOSH) to 
support families in Orange Public School systems for food insecurity. We need your help to 
provide 300 Thanksgiving meals by donating the following: canned yams or sweet potatoes (15 
oz), canned cranberry sauce (14 oz whole or jellied), boxed stuffing (6 oz or larger - 
chicken/turkey/cornbread to name a few types), boxed mash potatoes (15.3 oz). The last day for 
donations is next Sunday, November 17. Any questions, please call Christine Skalkotos 
(Outreach GOYA Advisor) 847-830-1530. 

 
Ladies Philoptochos Society's 10th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Drive 

Share your blessings and support the Ladies Philoptochos Society's 10th 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Drive. A $3 donation provides a complete Thanksgiving Dinner 
served at the Market Street Mission. The need is greater than ever before!  Look for the 
Philoptochos donation box during our Fellowship Hour or mail your check to the church office 
marked "Thanksgiving Dinner". Make checks payable to "Ladies Philoptochos of HTGOC".  For 
details, email Debvlahakis@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:Debvlahakis@gmail.com


Greek School Registration is Now Open 
Greek School registration is now open for all classes. Classes are held on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 4 PM - 6 PM. Classes began Tuesday, September 10, grades Pre-K, 
Kindergarten, 1st Beginners and 1st Advanced and Thursday, September 12, grades 2nd, 3rd, 
4th, 5th, and 6th. To register click here. 

Religious Education Classes Have Begun 
Please complete the online form for each student at your earliest convenience. We are looking 
forward to seeing everyone back in the Fall! Click the link to register: Religious Education 
Registration We have opportunities available to make a difference in the lives of our 
youth through our faith! You do not need to be an expert on Orthodoxy but hold an interest to 
teach and learn by being a part of the Religious Education team! We are looking for Assistant 
Teachers and Substitutes! If interested, please contact Pete Markos at pmarkos307@gmail.com 
 

HOLY TRINITY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

TEACHER AND CLASSROOM ASSIGNMENTS  

2024-25 

GRADE ROOM TEACHERS 

PreK 105 Anna Darity 

Kdg 
 

107 Alexandra Mavridis 
Ariadne Monfalcone 

1 & 2 102 Anna Decavalles 
Melissa Krikos 

3 & 4 101 Felicia Karsos 

5 & 6 207 Maria Tarhanidis 
Beth Grivoyannis 

7 & 8 202 Leon Carayannopoulos 
Elias Grivoyannis 

9 & 10 204 Tony Drivas 

11&12 Boardroom Peter Tarhanidis 
Nik Karsos 

 
 
 

  

https://holytrinitywestfield.org/ministries/greek-school/
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Trinity Circle 
On Thursday, November 14, Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Christmas Show, lunch & shopping. 
Bus leaves church parking lot 10 AM sharp and returns at 4 PM. Members Christmas 
Luncheon at Galloping Hills Caterers - $20 on Tuesday, December 3, 11:30 AM – 3 PM. 
Kindly make your reservations with Kassandra Romas, Chair,  kromas22409@gmail.com. 
 

 
Joy/Hope – Friday, November 15 

Our next Joy/Hope meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 15, at 6 PM in the Bouras 
Center. Please join us for a casual night of board games, crafts and pizza. All youth and new 
members  welcome! Please RSVP to Kathy Paone at 201-344-4049. 

 
 

TOTS (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) 
It is a fun way to connect with other Orthodox families with small children. Our next meeting 
will be Wednesday, November 20, from 9:30 - 11:30 AM in the preschool room. Children 18 
months-Pre-K are welcome with their caregivers (younger siblings welcome!). Bring water, 
sneakers, and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli vcomprelli@gmail.com or 612-801-8608 to sign 
up or with any questions. 

 
 

Sights and Sounds – Vocal Coach Needed 
The GOYA is looking for a vocal coach for the Religious, Greek, and English singing groups in 
preparation for Sights and Sounds on March 1, 2025.  Please reach out to Sophia Saketos 908-
247-6048 if you are interested or if you know of anyone who could assist the GOYA.    
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GOYA Thanksgiving Loaf and Pie Fundraiser - Sunday, November 10 
$12 per loaf, $22 per pie. Order deadline Sunday, November 10. Pick up Sunday, November 24. 
Visit the Goya table during Fellowship Hour to order.   

 

 



Philoptochos Community Christmas Card - 2024 
We invite you to participate in this community expression of joy over our Lord’s birth. Every 
member of HTGOC will receive the Community Christmas Card imprinted with the names of 
those who have donated. This year we will donate the proceeds to Mary's Place by the Sea, a 
place for women with cancer to heal: mind, body & soul.  You can sign up on-line or during 
our Fellowship Hour each week at the Philoptochos table.  The due date is December 1. Please 
help make this a success!  For information, contact Sandy Boutsikaris 908-578-3341 or 
Christina Colonias 917-825-5986. Thank you! 

 



Annual GOYA Wreath and Grave Pillow Fundraiser 
Our GOYA will again be selling Christmas wreaths and Cemetery Grave pillows as a fundraiser 
during the Christmas Season.  Please stop by the GOYA table during Fellowship Hour for 
details.  We appreciate your support in advance!  Any questions, please contact Christine  
Skalkotos 847-830-1530.   



 



Philoptochos Christmas Dinner/General Meeting 
Please join us for our annual Christmas Dinner/General Meeting on Thursday, December 12, 
at 5:30 PM, in the Bouras Center.  Reservations may be made during Fellowship Hour at the 
Philoptochos table or by contacting Marina LoAlbo 908-272-4341 or Phyllis Verenes 973-538-
2236. 

  



Greek School Fundraiser 
We are excited to announce that we will be working with Charleston Wrap again this year to 
raise funds for our beloved school. Last year, we were able to raise over $600. Our goal this year 
is to surpass $1000 to support our various school activities. Supporting this fundraiser is easy; 
people just log-in and shop!! Charleston Wrap offers high-quality gift wrap and beautiful gifts 
that are perfect for the holiday season. By participating in this fundraiser, not only will you be 
able to find great gifts for your loved ones, but you will also be supporting the Greek School.  
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November 21 & 22, 2024 

 



January 18, 2025 

Holy Trinity Winter Wonderland Dance 
 

Join us for a night of food, dancing, family, friends, and fun!  All are welcome and we 
encourage families to bring their children.  There will be an open bar and a delicious buffet to 
enjoy.  We will also have a performance by our Greek dancers and activities for kids 
throughout the night.   
 
 
 
DATE & TIME: January 18, 2025, 6 PM – 10 PM   
 
 
 
LOCATION: Galloping Hill Caters, Union NJ 
 
 
 
TICKETS: Adults $100, Teens 12-18 $60, Kids under 12 $40, to purchase please venmo 
@westfieldgreekschool and include your first and last name and ticket quantity.  
 
 
 
**DONATIONS NEEDED** we kindly ask for raffle prize donations.  All proceeds from the 
raffle will support the Greek School.  If you are interested in donating an item towards the 
raffle please email asfourmarissa@gmail.com .    

  



 

 

 

 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 
 


