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Apolytikion: “The angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead 
men, and Mary stood at Your grave seeking, seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a 
captive; You were untouched by its might. You came to the virgin and granted life. O Lord, who rose 
from the dead, glory to You.” 
Apolytikion of St. Matthew: “O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, make intercession to our 
merciful God, that He grant our souls forgiveness of offenses.” 
Apolytikion of the Church: “Blessed are You, O Christ our Lord and God, You who made all wise 
the fishermen Your Apostles, sending down upon them Your Spirit, which is Holy and through their 
work drawing the world into Your net, glory to You Who loves mankind.” 
Kontakion: “Behold the Temple of the Savior, His precious bridal chamber. Behold the virginal and 
sacred vessel of God’s glory. Today she enters into the Temple of the Lord, bearing within her the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. For this, the angels exclaim: She is indeed the heavenly tabernacle.” 
 

Liturgical Schedule  
 
Friday, November 21, Entry of the Theotokos, Orthros, 8:30 AM;     
         Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Sunday, November 23, Orthros, 8:15 AM; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 
Tuesday, November 25, St. Katherine the Great Martyr, Orthros, 8:30 AM;  
               Divine Liturgy, 9:30 AM 

 
Altar Donations 

Altar Candles: In loving memory of Vasilios Daskalopoulos 
Vigil Light: In loving memory of Mary Tamasco 

 

 Plagal Second Tone   
          Hco" Pl. B  ΄  

  
Morning Gospel:            Matthew 28:16-20  Ελληνικά 

Epistle Reading:      Romans 10:11-21; 11:1-2 Ελληνικά 

Gospel Reading:    Matthew 9:9-13               Ελληνικά 
Ελληνικά 

  Ελληνικά 

 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=411&event=1897
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=411&event=1897&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=MG&code=411&event=1897&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=260&event=294&date=11/16/2025
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=260&event=294&date=11/16/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=84&event=294
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=84&event=294&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=E&code=260&event=294&date=11/16/2025&language=el
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=G&code=210&event=960&language=el


 
Sacraments and Rites 

Wedding: On Tuesday, November 11, the wedding of Jaclyn Elena Szafran and Daniel Pires was 
celebrated. The Koumbara is Stephanie Crane. Also the wedding of her sister Jaimie L. Szafran 
and Robert Page was celebrated. The Koumbaro is Russell Crane. 

 
Memorial: Your prayers are requested Sunday morning in honor of all military veterans who 
have fallen asleep in the Lord. Eternal be their memories.  

 
Fellowship Hour 

Please join us in the Bouras Center after church for the Fellowship Hour sponsored by The 
American Legion, Hellenic Post 440 in honor of all military veterans living and deceased. We 
thank all veterans for their service. 

Welcome Visitors 
The parish of Holy Trinity welcomes those visiting our community today. Worshipping the 
Holy Trinity is the principal act of an Orthodox parish, especially on the Day of the 
Resurrection (Sunday). Our mission is to live the Holy Gospel and spread the Good News to 
those in our area. We are sanctified by God’s grace through the holy Sacraments and glorify 
Him each moment of the day. We seek God’s mercy, as we confess the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  Visit the Philoxenia/Fellowship table in the Bouras Center after service 
to meet parishioners and enjoy our Fellowship Hour. 
 

 

Robert, Erin, Kevin, Sabrina, Luke, Bill, James, Ria, Eric, Joanne, Alexandra, Sophia, Nicholas, 
Panagiota, James, Mary, Chris, Janeen, Harry, Kathy, Jennifer, John, Marina, George, Laura, 
George, Costa, Basil, Lemonia, Justin, Chris, Evangelia, Brennan, Egon, Marilyn, Tatanya, 
Robert, Elizabeth, George, Nicholas, Alexander, Vasilios, Danny, Bill, Lou, Foula, Eupraxia 

 

 

QR Code for the Service of Matins 

 

Matins or Orthros is the morning service in the Orthodox Church. It precedes 

each Divine Liturgy. This QR Code links you to the service. Just select today’s 

date and then matins, in either EN – English and/or GR – Greek 

 



 
The November Edition of The Promise is Now Available Online! 
www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise. Subscribe to Holy Trinity 
weekly emails providing news updates and announcements. Request at: 
HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship Sunday is November 23 
Christian Stewardship 

 
Remember to bring your completed 2026 Stewardship Card  

as an offering next Sunday 
 

On Sunday, November 23, after the Divine Liturgy, the 2026 Stewardship Cards will be collected and presented for 
a blessing. Thank you for your continued dedication to the parish and Christ’s work at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church. If you forget to bring your cards on Sunday, don’t worry there are Stewardship Cards at each pew. Fill one 

out to offer during collection time. Your prayerful consideration to next year’s pledge of time, talent and treasure is 
greatly appreciated. We are counting on all our parishioners to support the church and her ministries. 
 

Stewardship is not a matter of “how much is it?” or “how much is needed?” Stewardship is an aspect of generosity 
which flows from spiritual discipline and is an indication of our spiritual maturity. In Stewardship, we acknowledge 
that all we have is a gift from God and we are to use His gifts in ways that honor Him. This transforms our 
understanding of the blessings in our life. It prompts us to use our blessings for the good of others and for the glory 
of God. 

Holy Trinity’s Stewardship Commitment to the parish for 2026 is: 

$1,096,400 
Worship & Ministry:       $104,000 
Keeping in touch:                 $  99,300 
Maintaining Buildings:       $226,100 
Those who serve us:           $530,000 
National Ministries:            $137,000 

Total:                            $1,096,400 
 

https://holytrinitygreekor.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Weekly%20Announcements/2025/www.HolyTrinityWestfield.org/the-promise
mailto:HolyTrinity@htgocnj.org
https://holytrinitywestfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025-11-November-Promise-pdf-232x300.jpg


 

 



St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist – November 16 

St. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist, who was also called Levi, was the son of 

Alphaeus and had Galilee as his homeland. St. Matthew is recognized as an apostle 

and evangelist in the Orthodox Church, known for leaving his tax-collector life in 

Capernaum to follow Jesus. He repaid those he had cheated by giving his possessions 

to the poor after his conversion. He is the patron saint of tax collectors and bankers. 

He is also known for writing the Gospel of Matthew which chronicles Jesus' birth, 

ministry, death, and resurrection. As one of the Twelve Apostles, he preached the 

Gospel to the "lost sheep of the house of Israel" and witnessed the Savior's life 

firsthand.  

 

While still in Palestine, he wrote his Gospel first in Hebrew, being also the first of all 

to write the Gospel. When he is depicted in icons, there is portrayed next to him the 

likeness of a man, one of the symbolic living creatures mentioned by Ezekiel (1.10), 

which, as Saint Irenaeus writes, is a symbol of our Saviour's Incarnation. 

 

Tradition holds that he preached in Judea for a period after Jesus' Ascension before 

traveling to places like Persia and Ethiopia. He is also associated with missionary 

work in Judea, Persia, and Ethiopia. He is believed to have died as a martyr. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Religious Education Christmas Program - December 14 

Please join us for a Stewardship opportunity to help with the Christmas Program, 

Dessert Reception and Santa, Sunday, December 14, in the Bouras Center following the 
Divine Liturgy! To help or bring a dessert, please click here. 

 
Religious Education Christmas Pageant – Wednesday, December 24 

We are looking for students to participate in the Religious Education Christmas  
Pageant! This year's Christmas Eve Service is on Wednesday, December 24, at  

7 PM! If interested, please complete this Google Form.  

 
 

Religious Education 

Sunday School classes have resumed. We have opportunities available 

to make a difference in the lives of our youth through our faith! You do 
not need to be an expert on Orthodoxy and you do not need to have 

teaching experience. We are just looking for extra hands! We are 
looking for Assistant Teachers for the Pre-K class and the combined 

9/10 grade class. If interested, please contact Pete Markos 

at religiouseducation@htgocnj.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054FAEAD28A5FD0-58567405-2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSelh4P0jPPqOkNuALb-UpJMs5MwUF6jBnJfAAWfdLbxuYHJjQ/viewform?usp=header
mailto:religiouseducation@htgocnj.org


Altar Boys 
Fr. Peter invites all boys ages 12 and older to commit to serve in the altar. An acolyte plays an 
important role in the ceremonial aspects of the Divine Liturgy. We want our children to remain 
in the church as they grow up. By committing and serving in this unique role, a deep respect is 
instilled. This shapes and deepens faith. Please see Fr. Peter for more information. 

 
Angel Choir 

The Angel Choir has joined the Adult Choir on Sundays. Angel Choir practices are after Sunday 
School from 11:45 AM to 12:15 PM. Children should meet with the director for practice in 
church in the choir pews. Children ages 7-12 interested in joining the Angel Choir should attend 
today’s practice. For more information contact the church office or Choir Director, Anne 
Kernoski, akernoski@gmail.com 

Greek School Registration 

Greek School registration is ongoing. Classes are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4 PM – 
6 PM. Tuesday’s grades Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st Beginners and 1st Advanced, 2nd; Thursday’s 
grades 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th. Register at https://holytrinitywestfield.org/ministries/greek-
school/ 

Parish Council Elections – December 7 
Parish Council Nominees are: Leon Carayannopoulos; Christopher Daifotis; Chris Dombalis; 
Lauren Koniaris; George Koutsaftes; Stephen Ladas; Spiro Leunes; Penny Mavridis Sales; Peter 
Pangis; Dimitri Sidiropoulos; Georgia (Gina) Sikellis; Dean Steele. 
 

2025 GOYA Registration  
https://forms.gle/hAmPHc4bLkk9eN9F8  

Contact Sophia Saketos at 908-247-6048 or goya@htgocnj.org  with questions.  

 
Thanksgiving Community Outreach Event – Sunday, November 16 

Holy Trinity GOYAns are delighted to partner with the Junior League of the Oranges and Short 
Hills (JLOSH). A Thanksgiving meal complete with all the trimmings will support families in 
Orange Public School systems on the breakfast and lunch programs. We need your help to 
provide 500 Thanksgiving meals by donating the following: canned yams or sweet potatoes (15 
oz), canned cranberry sauce (14 oz whole or jellied), boxed stuffing (6 oz or larger - 
chicken/turkey/cornbread to name a few types), boxed mash potatoes (15.3 oz). The last day for 
donations is Sunday, November 16. Any questions, please call Christine Skalkotos (Outreach 
GOYA Advisor) 847-830-1530. 

 
 

mailto:akernoski@gmail.com
https://holytrinitywestfield.org/ministries/greek-school/
https://holytrinitywestfield.org/ministries/greek-school/
https://forms.gle/hAmPHc4bLkk9eN9F8
mailto:goya@htgocnj.org


Annual GOYA Thanksgiving Pie and Loaf Sale – Sunday, November 16 
Help support our GOYA while also adorning your Thanksgiving tables with delicious pies and  
loaves supplied by Dreyer Farms of Cranford. Please visit the GOYA table during Fellowship 
Hour to place your orders.  Order by Sunday, November 16.  
 

GOYA Christmas Wreaths and Cemetery Grave Blankets 
GOYA will again be selling Christmas wreaths and cemetery grave blankets as a fundraiser during 
the Christmas season. Please visit the GOYA table during Fellowship Hour for details. Deadline 
for orders is Sunday, November 30. Delivery to church courtyard is Thursday, December 4. Any 
questions, please contact Christine Skalkotos 847-830-1530.  
Order: Online https://tinyurl.com/pr2abypt  
 

TOTS (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) – November 19 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 19, 9:30-11:30 AM in the preschool room. Children 
18 months-Pre-K are welcome with their caregiver (younger siblings welcome!). Bring water, 
sneakers, and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli 612-801-8608 or vcomprelli@gmail.com to sign-
up or with any questions. 

 
Adult Greek Dance Lessons, Thursday, November 20 

Lessons will be offered by Ronnie Filippatos Fernandez one Thursday per month, $25 per 
class. The next lesson is November 20, 7 – 9 PM.  We will enjoy some light drinks and 
appetizers while learning Greek dances.  If interested, please send your name and phone 
number to htgocgreekdance@gmail.com. The remaining dates are: 1/22, 2/19, 3/26, 4/23, 
5/21. 

Fifth Annual Philoptochos Bread Sale 
Homemade Vasilopita from Agia Skepi Bakehouse! 

Each 2 lb. freshly-baked bread is packaged in a beautiful box for $25. All proceeds go to Saint 
Basil’s Academy. Place your order during Fellowship Hour at the Philoptochos table beginning 
Sunday, November 16 through December 4 or order/pay electronically via Venmo @Denise-
Eliopoulos - last 4 digits phone # 0938. Pick up is December 21 at the church. If you cannot 
pick up on this date, your order will be in the freezer with your name on it to pick up at your 
convenience. Please call/text Denise Eliopoulos 973-568-0938 with any questions. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/pr2abypt
mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com
mailto:htgocgreekdance@gmail.com


Ladies Philoptochos Society's 11th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Drive 
Kindly share your blessings and support the Ladies Philoptochos Society's 11th 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Drive. A $3 donation provides a complete Thanksgiving Dinner 
served at the Market Street Mission. The need is greater than ever before!  Look for the 
Philoptochos donation box during our Fellowship Hour or mail your check to the church office 
marked "Thanksgiving Dinner". Make checks payable to "Ladies Philoptochos of HTGOC".  For 
details, email Debvlahakis@gmail.com 

 
Philoptochos Christmas Dinner/General Meeting – December 4 

Join us to herald in the Christmas season at our annual Christmas Dinner Party/General 
Meeting on Thursday, December 4, 5:30 PM in the Bouras Center. This year we will have 
“Boutiques” along with our wonderful Christmas Bake Sale. Reservations may be made during 
Fellowship Hour at the Philoptochos Table or by contacting Marina LoAlbo 908-272-4341 or 
Phyllis Verenes 973-538-2236. Deadline for reservations is November 30. 
 

Philoptochos Community Christmas Card - 2025 
We invite you to participate in this community expression of joy over our Lord’s birth. Every 
member of HTGOC will receive the Community Christmas Card imprinted with the names of 
those who have donated. This year we will donate the proceeds to Alzheimer's of New Jersey and 
Community Personnel Services (a division of ECLC). You can sign up by scrolling down to the  
QR code in our flyer, on-line or during our Fellowship Hour each week at the Philoptochos 
table.  The due date is December 7. Please help make this a success!  For information, contact 
Sandy Boutsikaris 908-578-3341 or Christina Colonias 917-825-5986. Thank you! 
 

SAVE THE DATE - Holy Trinity Family Dance – January 17, 2026 
Join us for a night of dancing, delicious food, and fun. The evening will feature a performance 
by our parish Greek dancers, children’s activities, and a buffet dinner. Galloping Hill Caterers, 
Union, NJ, 6–10 PM. To purchase tickets, please Venmo @westfieldgreekschool and include 
your name and ticket quantity or visit the Greek School table during Fellowship Hour. Adults 
$100; Teens (13–18) $60; Kids (3–12) $40. All proceeds will support the Holy Trinity Greek 
School. If you would like to donate a raffle item or sponsor prizes, 
email liapapathomas@gmail.com For general questions email asfourmarissa@gmail.com 

mailto:Debvlahakis@gmail.com
mailto:liapapathomas@gmail.com
mailto:asfourmarissa@gmail.com


 



 
Adult Choir for ages 18 to senior citizens 

 
Angel Choir for boys and girls ages 8-12 

 
Byzan “teens” for boys and girls Ages 13-17 

For more information, email Anne Kernoski, Choir Director:  

akernoski@gmail.com 

  

mailto:akernoski@gmail.com


Click here to sign up 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Nn6HnjGVibSSYRNAA
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T.O.T.S.- (Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social) 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Trinity Orthodox Toddler Social (T.O.T.S.) of Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church is to provide an  environment fostering fellowship and prayer for 
children aged 18 months to 4 years of age and their mother, father and/or caregiver. 
Children are encouraged to develop a sense of comfort and security in God’s house 
while experimenting in independent and cooperative age-appropriate play under 
their caregiver’s supervision. Concurrently, the toddler social enables these adults 
the opportunity to meet, pray, and socialize. 
 

TOTS meetings:  Wednesdays, 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM, Pre-K Room 
 

2025    2026 
November 19    January 14, 28 
December 10    February 11, 25 
      March 11, 25 
      April 22 

       May 13, 27 
 

 
Bring water, sneakers and a snack. Contact Val Comprelli (vcomprelli@gmail.com or 

612-801-8608) to sign up or to ask any questions. 

 

mailto:vcomprelli@gmail.com


 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD FOR ALL THINGS 

^ AMEN ^ 


