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Feast of All Saints

n the Holy Church, each day of the
I year is significant since it has a saint,

or several saints appointed for daily
commemoration. These are the holy ones
who are known to have performed miracles
when they were alive or whose relics are
currently transmitting God’s grace to the
faithful. Saints are significant in the life
of the Church, since they show that God
is alive and still active in this world. Yes,
these are people of the past, some of recent
pastand some from centuries long ago, but
all of them lead the faithful to the future,
showing us God’s eternal kingdom the
place where all the saints now reside.

The total number of saints is unknown
to us. Indeed, God has revealed to us
many of them. They are diverse people,
coming from diverse backgrounds, whose
lives were holy and completely dedicated
to Him. These are the “known” saints
whose names have been revealed and who
are listed in the Ecclesiastical Calendar.

Yet beyond this great number of
‘known” saints are a vast array of other
saintly people whose names God has
chosen not to reveal to us. Even though
their names are kept from us, their lives,
like all saints, were grounded in the Or-
thodox faith displaying incredible love
and complete devotion to Christ. These
are the “hidden” saints known only to
God. Their prayers and intercessions
are just as relevant as those who have
been revealed to us by God, for they have

—June 30—

been tested and have received
crowns of glory. “O Lord, You
test me and know me; You know
my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thoughts from
afar; and You foresee all my ways.”
— Psalm 138:1-3

The first Sunday after Pen-
tecost is dedicated to the mem-
ory of the saints known only to
God. St. John the Apostle and
Evangelist in the Apocalypse
testifies to the fact that there
are an abounding number of
these saints.

“After these things I looked, and
behold, a great multitude, whom
no one could number, from all
nations, tribes, peoples, languages,
standing before the Throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in whire
robes, with palm branches in their
hands... Then one of the elders
answered, saying to me, ‘Who are
these arrayed in white robes, and
where did they come from?” These are the ones
who are coming out of the great tribulation, and
they washed their robes and made them white in
the Blood of the Lamb. Therefore, they are before
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night
in His temple.” (Revelation 7:9-15).

God is the only entity Who knows the

heart and inner workings of all people.

He knows those who are holy and live as
strangers in this world. He knows every

person who is poor in spirit, who does
not exalt himself above others, and who
honestly considers himself more sinful
and worse than others. The saint is the
one who silently weeps for his sins and
is in deep sorrow for all the injustices
in the world. The holy person is the one
who is hungry for truth and thirsts after
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Feast of All Saints

Holy Ascension & Continued from page 1
8:30 AM Orthros . .
righteousness. He does not fight against
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy the truth nor participate in revolution but
4:00 PM Greek School Graduation seeks that which is higher — the divine
c Truth. The saint feels the pain of those
LG 8:45AM Orthros who suffer unjustly and for those living
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy in poverty. His heart is being continually
5 Saturday of Souls purified by humility and the ﬂowmg'of
tears, by meekness and mercy. The saint
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy is the one who shines before God for the
23 Holy Pentecost purity of his heart allows the Light of
: Christ to flow through him.
8:15 AM Orthros On All Saints Day, Sunday, June 30 in
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy addition to celebrating the Holy Twelve
2.4 Holy Trinity - Parish Feast Day
9:15 AM Orthros
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy
2.0 Sts. Peter and Paul the Apostles
8:30 AM Orthros
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
30  Synaxis of the Apostles
8:15 AM Orthros
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

JULY

[ -2 National Clergy/Laity
7 8:15AM Orthros
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

[T St Euphemia the Great Martyr
8:30 AM Orthros
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

8:15 AM Orthros

14

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy

18-20 Philoptochos Rummage Sale

21

8:15 AM Orthros

9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
2.8 8:15AM Orthros
9:30 AM Divine Liturgy
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Dates in the Life of Our Church

Apostles, we also celebrate the countless
unknown and anonymous saints, whose
memories we celebrate with joy. Let it be,
my brothers and sisters in Christ, that
our own lives also be as such, as these
holy ones of God. And at the hour of our
death may we be united with that numer-
ous multitude of people, clothed in white
garments who have washed in the Blood
of the Lamb, eternally glorify the One
and Triune God, praising and thanking
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit unceasingly. <

Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence

Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Orthros and

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the
Monday of the Holy Spirit

Monday, June 24, 2024

9:00 A.M.

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church

250 Gallows Hill Road
Westfield, NJ 07090
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Synaxis of the
Holy, Glorious and All-Praised

Twelve Apostles

—Commemorated on June 30—

The Holy Twelve Disciples followed Jesus as He
traveled and were eyewitnesses to His nu-
merous wonders. After the Ascension of
Christ, they continued His work of redeeming
mankind from sin. On Ascension Day, Jesus
commanded the apostles to go out and make
disciples of all nations through baptism and
to teach nations all that they had observed
and all that He commanded. He enabled
them to succeed in that he bestowed the
Holy Spirit upon them on the Day of
Pentecost.

The authority of the Apostles in the
Church was unquestionable from the
very beginning. Their powers were
given to them by Christ. They preached
boldly and acted as His representatives,
teaching and speaking “in the Holy
Spirit.”

The Feast of the Twelve Apostles is
called the Synaxis of the Holy Apostles.
The Synaxis of the Glorious and All-
Praiseworthy Twelve Apostles appears
to be an ancient Feast. The Church
honors each of the Twelve Apostles on
separate dates during the year but has
established a general commemoration
for all of them on the day after the
commemoration of the Glorious and
First-Ranked among the Apostles Peter
and Paul.

The holy God-crowned Emperor
Constantine the Greatbuiltachurchin
Constantinople in honor of the Twelve
Apostles. There are instructions for
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Twelve Apostles

& Continued from page 3

celebrating this Feast which date from
the fourth century.

According to Scripture there are lists
of the Apostles. Mt.10:2, Mark 3:14,
Luke 6:12, Acts 1:13, 26.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Andrew the First-called is also com-
memorated on November 30. He was
the brother of Saint Peter (June 29).

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle James is also commemorated on
April 30. He and his brother John are
the sons of Zebedee, and were called
“sons of Thunder” (Mark 3: 17).

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle and Evangelist, virgin, and beloved
friend of Christ, John the Theologian

is also commemorated on September 26
and May 8. He and his brother James
are the sons of Zebedee, and were called
“sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17).

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Philip is also commemorated on
November 14.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Bartholomew is also commemorated
on June 11 and August 25.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Thomas is also commemorated on
October 6 and on the Sunday after
Pascha.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle and Evangelist Matthew is also com-
memorated on November 16.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle James, the son of Alphaeus, is also
commemorated on October 9.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Jude is also commemorated on June
19. He is also known as Thaddeus (but
should not be confused with Saint
Thaddeus of the Seventy, who is com-
memorated on August 21), and was
the brother of Saint James (Iakovos)
(October 23).

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Simon the Zealot is also commemo-
rated on May 10.

The holy, glorious, all-laudable Apos-
tle Matthias is also commemorated on
August 9.

The Assembly Of

The Holy Glorious
And Praiseworthy

Apostles

ven though each of the Twelve
E Great Apostles has his own
feastday during the year, the
Church has set aside June 30 as a great
synaxis feast for all the Apostles. All
but one Apostle died a martyr’s death.
Only the beloved friend of Christ, St.
John the Theologian, died outside
martyrdom.
Principle Feast Days for the Apostles
and how they were martyred for Christ
and the Gospel.

St. Peter

the Chief Apostle

June 29

(Crucifixion, upside down)
and

January 16

(Unchaining)

St. Andrew

the First Called

November 30

(Crucifixion on an X-shaped cross)

St. James

the Son of Zebedee
April 30

(Beheaded)

St. John

the Evangelist and Theologian
September 26 and May 8

(died in a miraculous manner)

St. Philip
November 14
(Crucifixion, upside down)

St. Bartholomew (Nathaniel)
June 11 and August 25
(Scrapped (flayed) and beheaded)

St. Thomas
October 6
(Pierced by five spears)

St. Matthew the Evangelist
November 16
(Burned alive)

St. James, the Son of Alphaeus
October 9
(Crucifixion)

St. Jude (Thaddeus)
the Brother of James
June 19

(Crucifixion)

St. Simon the Zealot
May 10
(Crucifixion)

St. Matthias

(the one who replaced Judas)
August 9

(Stoned and Beheaded)

St. Paul the Great

June 29

(Beheaded)

always included with the twelve
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H BY STEVE XENAKIS

loping Hill Caterers to celebrate another successful year. It was a joyous

event because our group shares in a special fellowship with each other.

We welcomed two new members, Lefteris and Pagona loannou, we celebrated

those members whose birthdays were in June, and there were many raffle prizes.

We will get together again in September. Trinity Circle meets on the first Tues-

day of each month, except for the summer months. We are looking forward to

the continuation of the Greek Culture lecture series. In the Fall, we are going to

introduce fun and engaging activities to help us learn more about each other and
to share the interesting stories of our lives. Please come and join us! <

1

O n Tuesday, June 4, the Trinity Circle of Friends gathered together at Gal-

Trinity Circle June Birthdays
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FUNERALS

1/15  +Helen (nee Boutsikaris)

2/3 +Nicholas Michael
Mestanas

2/16  +Sylvia Halvas

2/26  +George Skorinko

3/14  +Jenny Gianis

3/18  +George Chronis

3/20  +Thomas Stappas

3/22  +Arthur Petrou

3/27  +Alice F. Stefanou

5/to  +Stelios Psarianos

6/4 +Stella Psarianos

6/15  +Thelma Adams

WEDDINGS

5/19  Vickie Zourzoukis
and Daniel E. Weber,
Antigoni Zourzoukis,
koumbara and Kyle Frank,
best man.

CHURCHINGS

1/1o0  Maximos Peter Paizis,
son of Meghan M. and
Christos Peter Paizis

1/14  Nikolas James Fernandez,
son of Gerardo and
Ronnie Fernandez

2/27  Georgios Stagias, son of
Athena and Apostolos
Stagias

5/ 12  Noah James Almonte,
son of Alexis and Stefani
Almonte

5/19 Theodore John Rofrano,
son of Mia and Steven
Rofrano

Sacraments & Rutes

] January 2024-June 6, 2024

BAPTISMS

1/6

1/13

3/23

4/7

4/13

5/25

John Dimitrios Kallinosis,
son of Jessica Marie Rios
and Lucas James Kallinosis,
Godparent is Christina
Kallinosis

Gia Elsie Scordo-Hache,
daughter of Alicia I. Scordo
and Andre Rivera-Hasche,
Godparent is Joseph J. Scordo

Zachary Robert Allen Durso,
son of Candice G. Lurie and
Zachary X. Durso, Godparent
is Nicholas Durso

Amalia Vasiliadis Esteves,
daughter of Joanna Vasiliadis
and Hugo Esteves, Godparent
is Zoey Kyriacou

Maximos Peter Paizis, son

of Meghan M. Bowowick

and Christos Peter Paizis,
Godparent is Nikephoros and
Neena Argeroplos

Antonis William
Sidiropoulos, son of Danielle
Pistola and Dimitrios
Sidiropoulos, Godparent is
George Aprilakis

NEW MEMBERS

Mr. & Mrs.

Christos and Meghan Paizis
9 Shadowlawn Drive
Colonia, NJ 07067

Mr. Bishara Asfour
& Mrs Marissa Pallis
15 Tanglewood Drive
Summit, NJ 07901

Mr. & Mrs.

John and Susan Ioannou
437 Huntington Rd
Union, NJ 07083

Ms. Ava Leichtling
2361 Channing Ave
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mr. Zachary Durso
& Mrs. Candice Lurie
39 Coldevin Rd
Clark, NJ 07066

Mr. & Mrs.

Paul and Demi Pavlakos
12 Bele Terre Rd.

West Orange, NJ 07052

Mr. & Mrs.

Hugo and Joanna Esteves
2281 Sunrise Ct.

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mr. Leftheris and Pagona Ioannou
308 Sherwood Ave.
Union, NJ 07083
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ristos Anesti! We hope you all

x- had a lovely Easter and enjoyed

celebrating the holiday with your
families and friends.

If you didn’t notice, a few of our
GOYAns read the Epistle during
Sunday Divine Liturgies in April. We
were glad to participate in services,
especially during Lent. Nick Sikellis
and Nadia Tarhanidis also presented
their Oratorical Festival speeches about
Saint Nektarios and natural disasters,
respectively, on April 21, at the conclu-
sion of the Divine Liturgy. We loved
sharing our speeches with the entire

parish and hope more of our GOYAns
will participate in the future.

April was a quiet month for us, how-
ever, a few of us participated in the

“Rise Against Hunger” Parish Lenten

Project, and some helped make Palms
on the Saturday of Lazarus. Our boys
played soccer to kick off the Olympic
events. Indoor Olympics took place
on May 11, and Outdoor Olympics on
May 25-26. As a senior this is always
one of my most loved statewide event.
My fellow GOYAns and I look forward
to watching /participating in track and
field events, swimming, and of course,

playing co-ed volleyball, which we hope

to thrive in.

The year is quickly coming to an end.

With several GOYAns graduating, we
are (always) looking for more middle

schoolers to become involved in Goya.

We will be holding open house events
where sixth graders and anyone else
interested in joining Goya can spend
time with current GOYAns. We

will have games and snacks prepared.

Please attend if you have questions

and want to learn more about Goya.

(Date TBD) «*

Congrauatons

to the

2024-2025 GOYA Officers!

President
Catie Carayannopoulos

Vice President
Harrison Manousos

Treasurer
Antoni Manousos

Recording Secretary
Conor West

Corresponding Secretary
Melina Colonias

Board at Large
Sophia Drivas, Nicholas Kelly,

Juliana Pangis, Antonios Saketos,

Minas Saketos, Ava Savvis,
Sophia Skalkotos, Alexandre Sulton

Diving for the Cross
Harrison Manousos,

Melina Colonias,

Zack Skalkotos.
Marina Skalkotos

Mr./Miss GOYA representatives
Ava Savvis and Antoni Manousos
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Save the Date

42nd ANNUAL
HOLY TRINITY
GOLF CLASSIC

Monday
September 23, 2024

Echo Lake Country Club

515 Springfield Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

For information, please contact the Golf Committee:

GEORGE COLONIAS GEORGE PARAS
admin@htgocnj.org gparas@parasandparas.com
908-294-7414 201-681-5366
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Independence Day

uly 4 is America’s celebration of

freedom. First, we celebrate our

independence from Great Britian
at the end of the Eighteen Century, and
next we celebrate the freedom we have
in this country. The United States is the
country with the longest held democ-
racy of the entire world. As citizens we
need to be protective of that which God
have given us. For as President Ronald
Reagan said,

“Freedom is never more than one generation
away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our
children in the bloodstream. It must be fought
for, protected, and handed on for them to do the
same, or one day we will spend our sunset years
telling our children and our children’s children
what it was once like in the United States where
men were free.”

Many around the world try to repeat
what we have in America, but none
can duplicate this treasured gift. The
people of America are great, and so,
we are called to protect freedom and
everything that has made the United
States the most prosperous and admired
country in the world.

In our national celebration, people of
faith have a duty. We must proclaim the
voice of Christ so that all may know the
true depth and spiritual power of the
liberty we have in Him. Our liberty in
Christ is freedom from the bondage of
sin. Through His grace, forgiveness and
the power of His presence and our faith,

—= —

)

we are free to live life as God created it
to be. We are free in our communion
with Him to see His image renewed so
that we might have life and have it more
abundantly (John 10:10).

Ourliberty in Christ is freedom from
the captivity of death. This liberty is
given to us as a gift from God. Through
the power of His Resurrection, His
power to create and renew life, our Lord
frees us from the chains of death, into
the perfect liberty of salvation. Jesus
said, “For this is the will of my Father,
that everyone who sees the Son and
believes in Him should have eternal life,
and I will raise him up at the last day”
(John 6:40).

Our liberty in Christ is the freedom
to witness and serve, offering the Gos-
pel and His voice to a world in need. In
one of His first public acts, our Lord
stood in the synagogue in Nazareth, and
read publicly from the book of Isaiah,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He
has anointed Me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the accept-
able year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18-19). This
is the voice that must be our voice. His
words must be heard and the Gospel
communicated in all that we do.

Wishing all a safe and blessed Inde-
pendence Day.

—= —
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The National

Clergy/Laity

June 30 to July s

he National Clergy/Laity
Congress & National
Philoptochos Convention will
convene on Sunday, June 30, in
San Diego, California. The 47th
Biennial Clergy/Laity with the
theme: “In Christ, We are One!”
will be the guiding principal.
Delegates representing
Holy Trinity are: Fr. Peter,
Peter Tarhanidis, and George
Koutsaftes. **
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Hory TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact the Church Office if you would like to advertise
in the next issue of The Promise!
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Home Furnishings
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DIRECTORS Baller GERRY KITSOPOULOS, ESCY,
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